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PARTY AND STATE 


CORRECT PRACTICE OF CRITICISM, SELF-CRITICISM REVIVED 


Jinan DAZHONG RIBAO in Chincse 19 Aug 81 p 1 





[Editorial: "We Must Conscientiously Carry Out Criticism an‘ Self-Criticism"] 


[Text] The practice of earnest criticism and self-criticism is our finest tradition, 
it is one of the remarkable features that distinguishes our party from all cther 
political parties. During the long term revolutionary struggle, the reason our 
party was able to endure hardships and dangers and to achieve victories was due to 
the fact that the practice of criticism and self-criticism was regarded as the 
party's best weapon for remolding themselves, thus preserving the party's progress 
and the soundness of the leadership. Im the decade of internal wnrest, this tradi- 
tional work style of the party was seriously undermined and is just now being 
revived and carried forward. In his speech at the meeting celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of the founding of the CCP, Comrade Hu Yaobang pointed out: “The con- 
tradictions between proletarian ideology and non-proletarian ideology, and between 
correct and erroneous thinking within our party, require that we make more effective 
use of the best weapon Communists have for remolding themselves, namely, the prac- 
tice of criticism and self-criticism." Clearly, only if we take up this weapon in 
earnest and constantly cleanse ourselves of impurities can we keep our revolutionary 
spirit young. 


It is worth keeping in mind that at the present time, the negative influences of 
the decade of internal disorder are still a grave problem for a number of comrades. 
They still have a confused understanding and erroneous views concerning the regular 
practice of criticism and self-criticism within the party. Indeed, their vulgar 
practice of “keeping on good terms with everyone” is of some concern. For example, 
some know perfectly well this is wrong but, thinking it is best to say little, 
adopt a liberal attitude toward erroneous tendencies; others believe in the philo- 
sophy of “seeking good relations with all and sundry at the expense of principle,” 
in burning more joss sticks, in zealous kowtowing and in cultivating more flowers 
and fewer thorns; still others, even though they practice some criticism, they do 
so in a perfunctory manner, keeping silent about major charges while admitting minor 
ones. In particular, it should be stressed that some people have denounced the 
normal practice of criticism as’a “bludgeon” and will not let others criticize their 
errors and shortcomings; others think that upholding stability and unity is incom 
patible with the practice of criticism and self-criticism and therefore reject and 
deny criticism and self-criticism. In the ideological and cultural sphere there is 
a tiny minority opposed to criticism and self-criticism who essentially want to get 
out from under the leadership of the party, to break away from the path of socialism 








and to engage in bourgeois liberalization. These erroneous tendencies are extremely 
destructive in that the elimination of the powerful Marxist weapon of criticism and 
self-criticism leads to the breakdown of discipline, the disruption of popular 
support and the spread of evil trends and noxious influences. In short, it basi- 
cally rums counter to the interests of the party and the people. We must clearly 
define right and wrong and deepen their understanding. 





Why do some people speak of others’ criticism as a "bludgeon"? The reasons are 
many-sided. Among these comrades the majority are unable to discern the dividing 
line between criticism and a “bludgeon.” For a long time Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four,” under the pretext of criticism, carried out bludgeonings to usurp the party 
and seize power. They ruthlessly attacked and injured the proletarian revolution- 
aries of the older generation and vast numbers of cadres and people. This type of 
evil influence made many comrades fearful of criticism, they saw criticism as a 
"bludgeon." Although this is understandable, it is, nevertheless, mistaken. There 
is still a small group of people who either present various problems or have rigid 
ways of thinking: they still persist in supporting the mistaken stand of the two 
“whatevers,"” which is incompatible with the party line and general and specific 
policies, or they have been influenced by bourgeois and other non-proletarian ideo- 
logies. They have deviated from the party's four fundamental principles and have 
engaged in bourgeois liberalism etc., therefore they fear and oppose being criticized 
by others. They frequently denounce criticism as a "bludgeon" and furthermore seize : 
on some small point to counterattack. Obviously they have made "No Bludgeoning 
Allowed" an excuse to oppose becoming the object of criticism, it acts as a shield 
to protect their ow: errors. This lets them bring charges against others but does 
not allow others to criticize them. This clearly is even more erroneous, it is 
also extermely dangerous. It should again be mentioned at this point that carrying 
out criticism and self-criticism is part of the normal practice of democracy. Those 
who engage in criticism must strive to be fair and just. Those comrades who are the 
objects of criticism should not demand that others be 100 percent accurate, rather, 
they ought to adopt the approach of “correcting mistakes if you have made any and 
guarding against them if you have not." Even if the criticism is not sufficiently 
pertinent or apropos and may even be wrong, they still should not condemn it at the 
slightest provocation as a "bludgeon." It is difficult for anyone to avoid commit- 
ting errors. This is not too worrisome, what is worse is concealing one's faults 
for fear of criticism, refuting criticism and not rectifying one's mistakes. We 
should keep the instructions of Chairman Mao firmly in mind: "Chinese Communists, 
taking the interests of China's broad masses as their starting point, believe that 
their cause is entirely just, they do not hesitate to sacrifice their all. They 
are ready at all times to offer their lives for our cause. Could it be that they 
are still those reluctant to discard ideologies, views, opinions, and methods that 
do not conform to the demands of the people?" 


To think of the practice of criticism as being incompatible with the preservation 
of stability and unity is a mistaken metephysical concept. The state of stability 
and unity is not easily attained, we must treasure it dearly and resolutely safe- 
guard it. The 6th Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee called on the 
whole party, the whole army and all nationalities throughout the country to raise 
high the banner of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, to rally closely around 
the Party Central Committee, to continue displaying the spirit of "The Foolish Old 
Man Who Moved the Mountain,” to make resolutions to overcome all difficulties, to 














exert themselves in the struggle to gradually build our nation into a modernized, 
highly democratic, highly civilized, powerful socialist country. We must respond to 
this call and, uniting as one to look forward, concentrate :ur energy on carrying 
out the four modernizations. It should be stressed that the four fundawental prin- 
ciples constitute the common political basis for the unity of the whole party and 
the unity of the entire people. If we fail to criticize and put an end to o;inions 
and deeds that violate and oppose the four fundamental principles, it will sake 

the foundations of this unity. How could this unity be consolidated then? Comrade 
Mao Zedong summed up a well-known formula for solving contradictions among the 
people, that is, to start from the desire for unity, undergo criticism or struggle, 
then arrive at a new unity on a new basis. Put more succinctly: unity--criticism- 
unity. From this it can be seen that unity and criticism are mutually »upplementary 
and mutually complementary; they are linked closely together. The entire history 

of the party and countless facts all show beyond all dispute that if we do not 

start from the desire for unity and do not stress the goal of unity, we will be 
unable to engage in correct criticism. If we do not have well-founded criticism 
and self-criticism we will not be able to achieve true unity. At present, because 
we must safeguard stability and unity, we must carry out the necessary criticism 
against certain erroneous tendencies that run counter to the four fundamental 
principles and criticize other incorrect ideologies and work styles. 





At the present time there exist all sorts of incorrect tendencies within the party 
and in society, particularly in the ideological and cultural sphere. We should 
make a concrete analysis of each different situation. However, the major problem 
at this time is the ideological state of party organizations at all levels. It 
should be noted that when confronted with all the various incorrect ideological 
trends and tendencies that violated the four fundamental principles, a number of 
party organizations did not seriously promote criticism or actively wage a struggle. 
Rather, they found themselves weak and powerless, in a state of disunity. If we 
do not date to criticize and struggle against incorrect ideas and tendencies, what 
kind of fighting force are we? Party organizations at all levels must take up the 
weapon of criticism and self-criticism which means taking a clear-cut stand in the 
face of erroneous tendencies and carrying out criticism in a bold manner. We 
absolutely must not be weak and powerless, letting things go unchecked. Of course, 
leading comrades at all levels should be strict with themselves and have the 
courage to criticize themselves and accept the criticism of others. As our fore- 
fathers put it: "when others pointed out his faults, he was pleased," "to hate 
excellent wine yet love good words" and “everyday I examine three aspects of my 
character."' A person who can only criticize others and can't criticize himself 
does not make a good leader either. 


"The Resoluticn On Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding 
of the People’s Republic of China" which was passed unanimously by the 6th Plenary 
Session, established a way of realistically evaluating merits and mistakes, rights 
and wrongs, and set a glorious model for carrying out criticism and self-criticism. 
Today it is not only imperative, but also a prerequisite that we develop and broaden 
the party's traditional style of criticism and self-criticism to an even greater 
degree than at any time in the past. In carrying out criticism we must start with 
reality. This means rectifying existing mistakes without hiding contradictions or 
magnifying them. Criticism should be well-reasoned and instructive sc that it can 
help comrades raise their level of political awareness. It should not be based on 











. 


speculation. We should pay attention to attitudes and methods and under no circum 
stances should we engage in excessive struggle. In sum, criticism and self-criticism 
must be carried out without exaggeration, the mistake of excessive struggle must be 
avoided at all costs. All this will ensure that our party is healthy through aad 
through, that each CCP member will keep his revolutionary spirit forever young and 
that the party plays an even stronger leading role in the establishment of socialist 
modernization in our great country. 


9864 
cso: 4005/888 




















PARTY AND STATE 


NEED TO CRITICIZE, ELIMINATE RIGHTIST, LEFTIST IDEOLOGIES STRESSED 
Wuhan HUBEI RIBAO in Chinese 25 Aug 81 p 1 
[Article by HUBEI RIBAO commentator: "The Weapon of Criticism Cannot Be Abandoned") 


[Text] Criticism, including self-criticism, is a powerful weapon for the people 
in resolving their contradictions and overcoming various erroneous ideologies and 
unhealthy tendencies. This theory, which has been verified by our party's practice 
during 60 years of struggle, is frequently mentioned in the classical works of 
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Comrade Mao Zedong. Although Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" used "criticism" as a form of punishment, thus distorting its origi- 
nal meaning, its value as the party's heirloom will be appreciated by the people 
as soon as its positive aspects are distinguished from its negative aspects. 


Ever since Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were criticized for using criticism as 
a form of punishment against the cadres and masses, some people have demonstrated 
a lack of understanding of the vital significance of the development of criticisn. 
They have failed to distinguish the correct form of criticism from the stick, thus 
treating the two things in much the same way. Some people are afraid to criticize 
others for fear of being accused of wielding the stick, while others who should be 
criticized have rejected criticism under the pretext of etruggling against the 
"threat of the stick.” There is another group of people who have expressed syn- 
pathy and support for those being criticized, without investigating whether the 
criticism is correct or not. This is indeed an unhealthy tendency. Although the 
factors leading to this tendency are numerous, it has resulted mainly from a lack 
of well-organized and strictly executed ideological work. Our leading bodies at 
all levels must first pick up the weapon of criticism in order to make their life 
more exciting. We are in a period of historical transformation. During this 
period. one newly emerging force after another has emerged, along with many healthy 
elements which are growing in strength. In the face of these forces, however, some 
erroneous ideas and ideologies and even reactionary forces have also reasserted 
themselves. This is something seemingly dictated by history-—-a point which has 
been verified by social pructices since the party's Third Plenum. Although the 
party's line in calling for seeking truth from facts and emancipating the mind 

has been instrumental in bringing prosperity to our nation, some trends of thought 
which represent a departure from and are detrimental to the four basic principles 
have gained momentum in some localities. For example, some people have expressed 
doubts and misgivings about Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought; a bourgeois 
laissez-faire tendency to depart from the party leadership and from socialist 
orientation on the literary and artistic front has appeared, along with ultraindi- 














vidualism and anarchistic trends of thought. Some even have gone so far as to 
make reactionary statements. What attitude should we adopt toward these erroneous 
ideas and unhealthy tendencies? Whether we can criticize and struggle against 
them in a well-reasoned way is a matter of great importance to our endeavor to 
uphold the four basic principles and to unify the thinking of the entire party and 
all our countrymen behind the goal of the four modernizations, and it is a test of 
our party's militant power. 


The reason that we must first emphasize the need to put the weapon of criticism to 
good use has to do with the current situation, in which our party's ideological 
work seems in disarray and is on the verge of steadily weakening. Doing so does 
not imply that we are no longer concerned with the method of criticism and its 
application. After setting forth the line and principles, our revolutionary teachers 
always gave prominent place to the study of tactical and strategic problems. Con- 
rade Mao Zedong always graphically likened the study of methodological matters to 
seeking ways to cross a river, such as building a “bridge” or a "ship." Our en- 
phasis on the need to pay attention to the method of criticism stems not only from 
the fact that the application of improper methods of criticism has produced re- 
sults contrary to our intended objective, but also from the fa:t that some people 
who are unskilled in the application of the weapon of criticism still tend tc put 
the “leftist” methods of the past to use in the course of criticism. As one ex- 
ample, some people suddenly became too noisy and too demogogic as dist inguished 
from their earlier quiet attitude after being criticized for being too timid to 
make criticism. In this way, they have disrupted the orderly process of criticism 
and struggle. Certainly, attention must be paid to preventing the development of 
this situation. Without paying attention to the study of the method of criticism, 
we may repeat our past mistakes. Comrade Mao Zedong said: "In an ideological strugg- 
le, which is unlike any other struggle, we can use only the meticulous method of 
reasoning and persuasion instead of crude coercion." We must remember this teach- 
ing. In the course of criticism, we must first seek truth from facts and strictly 
distinguish between the two different types of contradictions. In the course of 
criticizing defective literary and artistic works, we must also put reasonable and 
appropriate methods to good use, emphasize good will, and put this good will in 
print. Only by emphasizing the good method of criticism can we develop criticism 
in a better way and bring the process of criticism to a successful conclusion. 
Under no circumstances should anyone be allowed to reject or avoid critician. 


What must be further pointed out is that efforts must be made to prevent one tendency 
from covering up another. In real life, some comrades have frequently applied 
metaphysical viewpoints and methods to observe and handle problems and have followed 
a radical approach to them. When rightists are criticized, they jump to the con- 
clusion that the "leftist" view they hold is correct. They even used such a view to 
challenge rightist ideas. When "leftists" are criticized, they preach that the 
farther one moves to the right, the better. They have also applied a rightist 

stand in opposition to the "leftist" tendency. By repeating this process endless- 
ly, they should be held responsible for failing to eliminate various erroneous 
ideologies and for sharpening the contradictions. Our principle is to seek truth 
from facts and to oppose both the “leftists” and the rightists whenever they assert 
themselves. In the course of struggle against the "leftists" or rightists, we 

must adopt the correct stand of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, and dis- 
play determination to eliminate the influence of the "leftist" guiding ideology on 








certain operations. At the same time, we must consider it necessary to criticize 
and even to struggle against the laissez-faire trend of thought prevailing in our 
society. When coming to grips with one end, we should never forget to grasp the 
other end. It is clear that if we fail to stand up solenmly to those erroneous 
trends of thought in our society today, and if they are allowed to spread, they will 
place our cause in jeopardy and will hand a victory to the proponents of the “lef- 
tists" ideology who would say: "We told you that this wasn't going to work and 
that it would get you in trouble!" In the course of eliminating laissez-faire trends 
of thought, if we fail to focus our attention on eradicating the remnant influences 
of "leftist" guiding ideology, bureaucracy, special privileges, and other unhealthy 
tendencies, we will find it difficult to get the job done. 


Our leadership at all levels and Communist Party members on the ideological and 
other fronts must make every possible effort to learn to apply the weapon of cri- 
ticism and self-criticism in our endeavor to achieve unity and improve our work. 


9574 
cso: 4005/899 








PARTY AND STATE 


CONSIDERATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES SAID IMPORTANT IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 14 Sep 81 p 5 


[Article by Wang Guiwu [3769 2710 0063]: “Law Enforcement Must Consider the 
General Situation"] 


[Text] A short time ago, the Political and Judicial Work Committee of the Central 
Committee called a working conference on public security work at five large cities, 
which were Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hankou, to discuss and determine 
some principles and policies in current public security work. This was followed by 
the standing committee of the Nationai Psople's Congress passing three statutory 
decrees, one of them being a “Resolution on the Treatment of Escapees From Correc- 
tive Labor, Repeat Offenders and Reeducation Personnel." The correctness and the 
impact of these principles, policies and legal prcvisions have aiready become 
evident in actual practice; the number of criminal cases has gone down and public 
security is much improved. 


This stage of our struggle for the consolidation of public security again shows up 
the importance of strengthening the party's leaiership in political and judicial 
work. Strengthening the leadership of che party can effectively gua~antee the 
implementation of the law. During this period, mobilization of the masses, ciirried 
out under the leadership of the party committees it ali levels and implementation 
of the “Resolution on the Treatment of Escapees From Corrective Labor, Repeat 
Offenders and Reeducation Personnel" induced many escapees from corrective labor 
and reeducatior personnel to return voluntarily to the reform institutions, which 
is a vivid illustration of the effectiveness of the volicics. 


An important aspect of the party's leadership in political and judicial work is 

to put forward correct principles an@ policies according to the needs that the 
present situation of our struggle demands and to direct and guide the struggle at 
every stage. The five-city public security conference put forward different 
policies, based on the prevailing situation and aimed at the differerxt conditions 
of the criminal cases. In cases of murder, arson, robbery, rape, crimes comaitted 
with explosives and other serious flagrant crimes, our policy shall be one of 
severit, and prompt punishment carried out according to law, taking vigorous action 
to counter the blatant insolence of the criminals. Toward young people who have 
committed light offenses our policy is one of emphasizing education, reform by 
persuasion and redeeming these persons, the way that parents treat their sick 
children, care for them and nurse them, thus striving to get most of them to reform 
themselves and become useful elements in our work of the four modernizations. 

Since these policies were put forward on the basis of actual conditions, they 
played an effective role in law enforcement and in the appropriate handling of 
criminal cases, striking hard in a small number of cases and using education in 

the majority of cases. 








ee 


In determining policies and laws, one must start out from the actual conditions, 
and in enforcing policies and laws one must also start out from the actual conditions. 
The so-called actual conditions are of two kinds, one is the concrete circumstances 
of the cases and one is the situation of the struggle at a particular time. The 
facts are the basis, the law is the guideline. In dealing with criminal cases, we 
must first of all clarify the concrete facts of the crime and the circumstances of 
the case, but we must simultaneously consider the needs that our current struggle 
demands. Within the sphere ot our laws, we must handle urgent cases with urgency 
and deal slowly with cases that deserve slow handling, deal harshly with serious 
cases and deal leniently with light cases. We must never deal with cases behind 
closed doors and disregard the overall situation. The conditions of our struggle at 
a certain time do not determine culpability, but they are necessary preconditions 
to decide whether to punish severely or leniently. We know that the basis for 
measuring out lighter or heavier penalties is the degree of harmfulness to society, 
and the degree of harmfulness to society is not only decided by the sum total of 
all the various elements constituting the crime of a case, but is also influenced 
by extraneous conditions. Fabricating and spreading rumors during times of war and 
thereby disturbing the minds of our soldiers is in its harmfulness greater than 
doing the same in peacetime. Engaging in speculation and profiteering and driving 
up prices when the market is short of supplies and commodity prices tend to go up 
is in its harmfulness to society greater than doing the same when commodity prices 
are stable. Waylaying women and committing rape at times when conditions of public 
security are bad and have deteriorated so that a woman cannot venture out alone at 
night, is in its harmfulness to society greater than the same action under normal 
conditions. Since the harmfulness to society differs, the penalty for a crime must 
of course be measured out differently; it cannot be the same everytime and in every 
situation. Consequently, to punish criminals caught in the act of a serious crime 
severely and speedily is not only a need in view of the situation of our struggle 
at the time, but also a demand of the law itself. 


The firm stability of the l.uw can under certain conditions combine with an 
adaptability of the law. Our country's criminal law contains a rather wide range 

of various penalties. On the one hand this is out of consideration for the fact 
that cases differ in a thousand ways, so that there is now not one penalty that has 
not some latitude to be rendered lighter or more severe. On the other hand this 

is because of the necessity to adapt it to the different needs of our struggle under 
different circumstances. It is precisely because the law is endowed with this 
adaptability to varying circumstances and different cases that it can preserve its 
stability and vitality. 


The reason why many comrades differ on the question of relating enforcement of the 
law with the circumstances of the cases is that they feel anxious lest the mistakes 
of the past, the "follow closely the situation,” “coordinate with the movement," 
and the broadening of the area of attack may reoccur. Actually, that is a misunder- 
standing due to an insufficient clarification of the facts of the problem. The 
reason why the mistake of overextending the class struggle could have occurred in 
the past and why unjust, wrong and false chages have been made was that the situ- 
ation of the class struggle was assessed contrary to the objective reality and that 
a political movement was launched for subjective and man-made reasons without ob- 
jective foundation; it was merely the result of blind and foolhardy concepts. That 
"situation" everybody was to "follow closely" in the past was in actual fact only 

a lopsided assessment, or even only a subjective fictitious fabrication, which, 











objectively, did not exist at all or did not basically exist. Conducting work 
according to this kind of lopsided or fictitious assessment and furthermore demand- 
ing a "close following" will of course lead to mistakes. At present our party's 
political line has already returned to the correct path of Marxism, and the Central 
Committee of the party, with its objective assessment of the public security 
situation, has set forth correct principles and policies to guide our struggle for 
a rectification of our public security. This is not only vastly different from the 
mistaken measures of the past, but also a result from our efforts in general to 
bring order out of chaos. 


In this context we also have to discuss briefly the relationship between the 
enforcement of the law and carrying out political policies. We know that law is the 
final materialization and formulation of political policy. The spirit is the same 
in both, only the outer appearance and the inherent coercive power are different. 
If we merely give all our attention to political policies and ignore law, or go so 
far as to regard law as something that can be dispensed with, this would be an 
absolutely mistaken viewpoint. However, if we consider having laws as grounds for 
disregarding all our political policies, or to consider that the enforcement of our 
laws need not relate to political policies, this would be equally an absolute mis- 
take. There is not the slightest doubt that we shall have to perfect our socialist 
legal system and act strictly according to law, but the effective policies of the 
party and the state must continue to be implemented and carried out. Policy and 
law not only mutually support each other, but the important principles and policies 
of the party furthermore function as guide in carrying out our laws. For instance, 
the policies that we have mentioned earlier, to punish severely and speedily those 
caught in the act «° serious crimes, to reeducate and redeem young people who have 
strayed, and our consistently upheld policy of less arrests and more leniency 
toward thos who confess, all these policies play an important role in guiding law 
enforcement. An important aspectof our party's work of guidance in political and 
judicial affairs consists in determining the correct principles and policies through 
an analysis of the situation. If one were to deny the guiding function of princi- 
ples and policies with regard to law enforcement, one would cripple or negate the 
guiding function of the party. 


What has been said earlier on the relationship between the situation, the policies 
and law actually refers to the relationship between law and politics. Law is part 
of politics and is also to serve politics. However, omce a law has been decided 
upon, it possesses a relative independence and a relative stability and furthermore 
commands utmost authority. It must not be changed from one day to the other and 
must even less be allowed to be willfully abrogated. Since the smashing of the 
“gang of four,” we have already engaged in a refutation of legal nihilism, which is 
an ideology that mainly manifests a denial of the relative independence and relative 
stability of the law, replacing law with the dictum of men and disregarding the 
legal system. It is absolutely necessary to refute this mistaken ideology. Up to 
the present, disregard for the legal system has not at all been completely overcome, 
ard the need to liquidate such thinking remains with us. However, when we criticize 
and refute legal nihilism, we must be wary not to go to the other extreme, namely 

to regard law as omnipotent and as everything there is. This viewpoint turns the 
relative independence of law into an absolute one, and asserts that it can exist 
independently and divorced from politics. This viewpoint is wrong and harmful. It 
is therefore necessary on the battlefront of political and judicial work, as it is 
necessary on all other fronts, to grasp the weapon of party criticism and self- 
criticism and correctly launch the struggle on two fronts to ensure that political 
and judicial work will advance in the correct direction. 


9808 
CSO: 4005/917 


10 











PARTY AND STATE 


EXTIRPATION OF FEUDALISM AVERRED INCOMPLETE 
Hong Kong CHENG MING [CONTENDING] in Chinese No 47, 1 Sep 81 p 86 
[Article signed Gong [1562]: "Was the Democratic Revoluticn Thoroughgoing? What 


is the Core of the Evil Legacy of Feudalism? Philosophical Circles in Chongqing 
Discuss the Evil Legacy of Feudalism in Our Country") 





[Text] November last year, the Philosophical Society of Chongqing convened a 
symposium to discuss the evil legacy of feudalism. A comprehensive introduction of 
the proceedings appeared in the third issue of this year's GUONEI ZHEXUE DONCTAI 
[PHILOSOPHICAL TRENDS IN CHINA]. The following are selected excerpts: Some people 
believe that the feudal influence in our country is not a mere "vestige," but 
actually a kind of "force." Apart from the extended history of feudalism, there is 
another reason for this, namely the "two not-thoroughgoings," one being the 
bourgeois democratic revolution of Sun Yatsen and the other "not-thoroughgoing" was 
the New Democratic revolution led by the communist party. Some people do not agree 
with this formulation, asserting that following the socialist revolution and the 
socialist transformation, there was nothing else left of feudalism but mere 
"vestiges," not a "force." If we would make an assessment to the contrary, we 
would be obscuring the dividing line between the old and the new societies and 
committing the error of “magnifying antifeudalism."” As to the two "not-thorough- 
goings," the first one was indeed not thoroughgoing, the second "not-thoroughgoing" 
is non-existent; that revolution successfully solved the core problem of revolu- 
tion, the question of political power, overthrew the “three big mountains,” 
established a proletarian dictatorship, therefore was a revolution of considerable 
thoroughness. People who hold this view believe that any revolution in its time 
can concentrate only on solving some problems, but not all problems, and can even 
less solve with one stroke the problem of the old ideological influences since 
ideologies are reletively independent. If one were to adopt such a strict standard 
in judging whether a revolution is thoroughgoing, then there would have never been 
a “thoroughgoing" revolution in all history. There are also some people who be- 
lieve that considering the realities of our country, the formulation “evil legacy 
of feudamlism" is most appropriate. 


Most participants at the symposium were of the opinion that there is a common core 
in all aspects of the evil legacy of feudalism in our country, which can serve as 
an explanation for all feudal influences. Views differ as to what this common core 
is and there are three opinions on that point: 1. The core consists in special 
prerogatives, concretely manifested in a leadership system with an excessive 
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centralization of state power in the hands of one individual, many concurrent 
posts held by one individual, life tenure of offices and a system of special 
privileges. In the managerial organization: too much interference in the 
administration of enterprises, no consideration for the initiative of the produc- 
tion teams, no respect for objective rules, arbitrary coercive orders, etc. 

2. The core consists in autocratic despotism. Due to the following conditions, 
autocratic despotism played an important role in our country. For instance, our 
revolutionary victory was won as the result of an extended war. War demands concen- 
tration of power a\.d obedience. This fostered in certain groups of cadres a work- 
style of individual decisions in all important questions. Furthermore, Europe has 
had several instances of the nobility sharing power in “republican” systems and 
also "theocratic" systems where the religious power was above monarchical power, 
so that autocratic despotism suffered restraints. However, none of the above con- 
ditions occurred in our country, the monarchical powers ruled high above everything 
else. Moreover, the CCP was for a long time under the guidance of the Communist 
International. Among the various national communist parties within the Conm- 

m nist International, there was a general trend of ignoring democracy and toward 
soncentration of power in the hands of individuals. This had a strong influence 
on the CCP. After the establishment of our government, the organizational struc- 
ture was imported from the Soviet Union and with it came deep-rooted ve:tiges of 
the Russian feudal autocratic system. In this way the autocratic despotism in our 
country was linked with the autocratic despotism of foreign countries. 3. The 
core lies in the vestiges of the ancient clan system, which comprises blood 
lineage, patriarchical rule, hierarchical stratification, rule by women, clan 
responsibility for criminal acts, a natural economy of self-sufficiency, etc. 

The participants at the symposium were of the opinion that it will be a long- 

term task to clear up the “evil legacy" and that it will require an equal effort 
in the three aspects: ideological education, reform of the organizational struc- 
ture and a vigorous development of the production forces. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


TAIPING EGALITARIANISM EVALUATED 


Beijing LISHI YANJIU [HISTORICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 3, 15 Jun 81 pn 77-90 





[Article by Rong Shen [2051 4563]: "How Are We To Regard the Egalitarianism of 
the Taiping Regime” ] 


[Excerpts] The theory and practice of egalitarianism of the Taiping regime is a 
most outstanding case not only in Chinese history but in the history of the world. 
The bold experiment that they carried out is a record of the failure of absolute 
egalitarianism, and as such a valuable lesson bequeathed to us by the heroic men 
of the Taiping regime. Subjecting this record of failure of the Taiping regime to 
an earnest study and summing up is the best memory that we can bestow on the 
revolutionary Taiping movement. 


Historical Study of Egalitarian and Equal Concepts 


For a thorough analysis of egalitarianism, it is necessary to make a historical 
study of the concepts of egalitarianism and equality. 


The earliest and also fairly explicit expression of the egalitarian idea is to be 
found in the following passage from Confucius: "...are not troubled lest their 
people are few but are troubled that they are not equal; are not troubled with 
fear of poverty but are troubled with fear of tranquility. For when there is 
equality, there will be no poverty: when there is harmony there will be no scarcity 
of people; and when there is tranquility, there will be no rebellious upsettings." 
("The Analects, Chapter Li Shi") The core idea of this passage is that if only 
there is an equal distribution of wealth, there will be none of the difference 
between rich and poor, and this in turn will result in social stability. As to 
the general state of material wealth or poverty, this is of no concern at all. 
Later, we Find in chapter Li Yun of the Book of Rites, which came into being as a 
book about the time of the Warring States, the Qin or the Han Dynasties, a passage 
attributed to Confucius: "When the Great Doctrine shall prevail, the world is 
shared by all, the ablest men are selected for office, the rulers will strive for 
sincerety and harmony. Then, people will bey.ffectionate not only to their own 
parents and have parental love not only for their own children. They will ensure 
an untroubled end for their aged, all necessities to the mature, all needs to 

the children to develop. The socially unfortunate, the sick and disabled will 

be cared for. Men will find work and women families to marry into. Nothing 

shall be wasted, but none should hoard. Everyone shall be eager to work, but 
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not solely for himself. Evil plots will never by executed and there will be no 
robbery, thefts, uprisings and banditry. There will be no need to close the 
outer doors of houses. This will be a state of universal harmony.” 


Where do these dieas originate? 


A society's existence determines a society's consciousness. “At all times, con- 
sciousness can only be an awareness of existence and man's existence is his actual 
life process." ("Collected Works of Marx and Lenin,” Vol 3, p 29) No ideology is 
produced in the human brain out of a vacuum. Thinkers with even the most extra- 
ordinarily rich imagination derive their doctrines without exception from the 
objective existence, possibly an cbjective existence that has already become remote 
past. Thinkers can draw support from ideological material that has been transmitted 
from the past, in writing or orally, and will then set forth their own new doctrines. 
The new doctrine will necessarily be deeply rooted in the material and economic 
realitges. The political theories expressed in the Confucian Analects and in the 
Book of-Rites in some way retlect the primitive society of the past, these reflec- 
tions having of course been embellished because the primitive society of the early 
human history was extremely poor, and that is when the means of livelihood were 
distributed equally. 


Uwing to the fact that the productive forces in the primitive society were extremely 
weak and the means of livelihood extremely poor, men were socially of equal status 
and the means of livelihood were distributed equally. When the productive forces 
became more developed and surplus products began to appear, that was the end of 
egalitarian distribution in human history. Even though a number of people have in 
the past proposed the equal distribution of wealth in society, it has never again 
been possible to realize an egalitarian distribution. In a class society, political 
equality and equality of distribution completely disappear and in its stead comes 
cruel political suppression and economic exploitation. When facing their reality 
full of contradictions and struggle, many ancient thinkers frequently embellished 
the egalitarian and equal systems of the clsn communes and painted them for their 
contemporaries as pictures of paradise on earth. The "great harmony on earth" in 
the Book of Rites is a typical example. This has later become ideological material 
for many a thinker over the past 2,000 years to borrow and work over. Needless to 
say, the thinkers of the landlord class did so, even bourgeois revolutionaries, 
such as Sun Yatsen and leaders of peasantry, such as Hong Xiuquan [3163 4483 0356] 
have done so. In his "Precepts of Original Principles To Awaken the World," Hong 
Xiuquan quoted from the Book of Rites the passage on the great harmony on earth and 
held it up as the highest ideal for a society to look forward to. 


In general, the landlord class had no thought of political equality and even less 
the slaveholder class. Both these classes relied on ownership rights over the 
working masses, or a relationship of dependence, to extort surplus labor. Their 
laws and morals are brazenly unequal. They enjoyed all kinds of privileges, that 
tolerated no encroachments, and they also made no secrets of it in explicit 
stipulations at great length. 


The bourgeoisie is out to exploit the surplus value through an exchange at equal 
value of capital and labor (a special commodity). They demand therefore equal 

rights for all owners of commodities in order to carry out exchanges on an equal 
basis. The economic conditions of the capitalist society determine the equality 
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concept of the bourgeois clase. The concept of equality of the bourgeoisie means 
equality in trade and equziity in exploiting the hired workers. Millionaires and 
paupers may be financiaily worlds apart, but are equal before the law. Since the 
feudal privileges hindered capitalist development, the bourgeoisie fought the 
feudal system and demanded abolition of feudal privileges. 


The proletariat proposed an equality that was not merely abolition of the feudal 
privileges, but elimination of classes, of exploitation and of oppression, they 
demand public ownership and a system of “from each according to his ability, to 

each according to his work," and furthermore, for the time when the production 
forces will have been highly developed, abolition of all class distinctions and 

the realization of a system of “from each according to his ability, to each according 
to his needs." 


The peasantry's demand for equality is the spontaneous resistance against extreme 
social inequality, it is pure manifestation of revolutionary instinct. However, the 
concept of equality of the peasantry is blended with egalitarianism. The equality 
that they demand is an equality of distribution. As the small-farm producer sees 
it, if everybody's wealth is equal, that would make everybody equal. The economic 
position of the small producer determines how he can see the world and transform the 
world, namely only according to the viewpoint of the small producer. Egalitarianisn, 
also called absolute egalitarianism, is their highest ideal. When egalitarianism 
was used to attack feudal exploitation, it was revolutionary and progressive. In ~* 
this point, and only in this point, we affirm that it had a positive significance 

in the fight against feudal exploitation. 


The Ideal of Egalitarianism and Equality at Its Climax 


The first manifestation of the Taiping regime's ideal of egalitarianism is its 
system of the sacred treasury. In the "Records of the Taiping Uprising” by Hamberg 
we read: Before the uprising at Jintian "Hong Xiuquan notified all followers of 
the God Worshipper Societies of the different districts to assemble promptly in one 
place. Already for some time prior to this, the worshippers of God felt the 
necessity of uniting together for common defense against their enemies. They had 
commenced to convert their property of fields and houses into money and to deliver 
the proceeds thereof into the general treasury. Their needs of food and clothing 
were all paid from the common fund on an equal basis. The circumstance that they 
shared all in common greatly added to their numbers and thus they were prepared to 
abandon their homes at a moment's warning.” Under this system of the sacred 
treasure, the abundant properties of the landlords and of the despotic gentry was 
not taken over and equally redistributed, but the followers of the God Worshipping 
Societies sold their property and contributed the proceeds to the sacred treasury 
to have a common sharing of all property and equal consumption. This kind of egali- 
tarianism expresses the aspirations of the small-scale agricultural producers to 
unite for mutual assistance and joint defense against the enemy. The desire for 
unity and mutual assistance had become evident to varying degrees in peasant 
uprisings or secret societies of the past. In this sense it may be said that the 
system of the sacred treasury carried on and developed a tradition of smal)-scale 
agricultural producers to unite for mutual assistance and common defense, but the 
concrete methods were obviously following the "Bible." In chapter 2 of the Acts of 
the Apostles of the New Testament it says: "And fear came upon every soul; many 
wonders also and signs were done by the apostles, and all they that believed were 


15 








together and had all things common. Their possessions and goods they sold, and 
divided them to all < ‘cording as everyone had need." In chapter 4 it says: “And 
the multitude of believers had but one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say 
that aught of the things which he possessed was his own, but all things were common 
unto them. ...For neither was there any one needy among them. For as many as were 
owners of lands and houses, sold them and brought the price of the things they sold, 
and iaid it down before the feet of the apostles. And distribution was made to 
every one according as he had need." In this connection the "Bible™ also records 

a story: a certain man sold a piece of land, handed over the full proceeds and 
nothing happened to him. Another man and his wife fraudulently kept back part of 
the proceeds of their land and both were punished by God; they suddenly collapsed 
and died. All this shows that apart from creating the name “sacred treasury,” the ‘ 
Taiping system basically conforms with the record in the "Bible." 


After the Jintian uprising, the system of the sacred treasury was expanded into the 
field of military discipline, where it was stipulated: "All gold, treasures, silk 
and valuables captured when ‘demons’ were killed and cities captured, must not be 
kept as private property, but must all be turned in into the sacred treasury of 

the Heavenly Dynasty." This prohibition was repeated by Hong Xiuquan at Yongan and 
Changsha. It was first expressed as: "“violaters will be considered for punish- 
ment,” which was later changed to a sterner: “when a violation has been ascertained, 
the guilty party will be beheaded and his head displayed in public." Among the ' 
troops, the system of not allowing any private property and of distributing equally ; 
clothes, food and daily necessities was strictly observed. This was an absolutely 
sound method and ef: ectively strengthened the solidarity between officers and men, 
soldiers and civilians and among the soldiers, ensured that the troops were properly 
supplied, prevented greed for booty and pillaging and as a consequence raised the 
fighting strength of the Taiping army. The sacred treasury system played an 
extremely important role in the development of the Taiping army. Later it was 
extended into the social sphere and what was first a military disciplim ‘ecame law, 
which was the first step on a path of mistakes. Along this mistaken dir. ‘tion, 
things were carried on in a foolhardy way: people were not allowed to have private 
property, all property was to belong to the sacred treasuiy of the Heavenly Dynasty. 
As the next step, money was abolished and the interflow of commodities stopped. 

After establishing their Heavenly Capital, the Taiping regime issued a document 
called "Regulations Governing the Treatment of the People," the main points of 

which were: 1. There shall be no land tax in money or kind. 2. All the people's 
land and the annual harvests belong to the Heavenly King. 3. As sustenance, every 
adult shall receive one dan of rice, every child half that amount, per month. 

4. The capital and profits oi all shops and stores shall be the Heavenly King's 
capital and profits. The people shall not be allowed to use it for their private 
purposes, all are the Heavenly King's property. In some writings the term Heavenly 
Father is used instead of Heavenly King, but within the scope of our discussion the 
two terms are essentially the same and this question need not be discussed. 


The heroes cf the Taiping regime gave their egalitarian ideals a courageous test 
at the Heavenly Capital. All workers in various handicraft shops and handicraft 
factories were collected into groups according to their skills. These groups were 
called "“craftsmen's camps" or “official workers agencies." This kind of organiza- 
tion had been set up soon after the Jintian uprising, but then it had only been a 
rear service logistic department for the troops. The organization had been simple 
and producing only for the needs of the army; influence on social production and 
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product exchanges had been minimal. The "craftsmen's camps" and “handicraft 
factories" set up at the Heavenly Capital, however, were quite different. They 
broke up the handicraft shops and handicraft factories that had been beneficial 
for the development of production. They nationalized the means of production, 
abolished individual handicraft industry, had government officials manage them and 
instituted collective production. At the same time they abolished private trade, 
abolished currency, and the Taiping government supplied the people uniformly with 
all their daily necessities. Families were broken up and men, women, older and 
younger people were separated into groups by sex and age and allocated to different 
centers. Life in the Heavenly Capital was mare uniform for all and the social 
organization was transformed on military lines. 


Toward the end of 1853, the Taiping regime printed the "Land System of the Heavenly 
Dynasty." This document is an elaboration of the "Regulations Governing the 
Treatment of the People.” Although the whole document is only about 3,000 charac- 
ters long, it comprises all aspects of social life. Mainly eight points in it 
relate to the problems discussed in the present article: 


l. Based on theological principles and supported by administrative powers, all 
private economy was abolished. "No man shall acquire private property and all 
things belong to the Lord.” All land was converted into common property. It was 
classified into nine categories according to its productivity and was distributed 
with proper consideration of its quality, to have the people form the land on an 
equal basis. 


2. All agricultural production and all by-products production are common property. 


3. A great reorganization was effected throughout society. Every 25 families 
formed one unit called “liang.” The liang was the lowest organizational unit; it 
was an administrative as well as economic unit. Its power structure was that of 
the feudal patriarchial system. The liang sergeant was the patriarch in charge of 
administration, production, distribution, religion, education, public security, 
jurisdiction and all other affairs of his unit. 


4. In this “small but complete" natural economic setup, every house had to plant 
mulberry trees in front and in the back, the men were to work in the fields, the 
women to raise silkworms, spin hemp and sew clothes. Every family was to have 5 
hens and 2 sows. In the slack seasons on the farms, people were to engage in 
handicraft production in emulation of the farmer-soldier system of ajtiquity. 


5. As to the means of livelihood, there was an egalitarian system of distribution. 
Life was made uniform for all, everybody ate the same and dressed the same. Apart 
from clothing and food, all special needs were also provided in an absolutely 
egalitarian way. 


6. Widowers, widows, orphans, childless, disabled and sick, the six categories of 
people who had lost their full capacity to work, were all to be cared for by the 
Taiping government. Children were to enjoy free education and were to go to church 
every day to study the Old and New Testament and the Book of Truth-Commanded Edicts. 


7. To realize equality in consumption: if there was abundance in some places and 
poor harvests in others, a method to equalize the situation was to be adopted to 
level out availability of supplies in abundant and poor localities. 
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8. The major objective of all these measures was to have "everyone enjoy equally 
the great happiness given by the Heavenly Father, Supreme Lord and August God. Land 
shall be farmed by all, rice eaten by all, clothes worn by all, money spent by all. 
There shall be no inequality and no person shall be without food or fuel." 


Whether in the egalitarian ideas described in the “Land System of the Heavenly 
Dynasty," or in the egalitarian measures implemented for a time in the Heavenly 
Capital, egalitarianism reached a height never before experienced in peasant 
uprisings of the past. In the feudal society, the small-scale agricultural pro- 
ducers suffered cruel exploitation and oppression by the landlord class and their 
state, and their economic position and level of livelihood was extremely low. They 
hated the great disparity between the rich and the poor and were filled with a 
strong desire to change this unreasonable situation. However, they can conceive 
the world and transform the world only according to the standards of small-scale 
producers. What they can think of and what can achieve is precisely only an equal 
division of the wealth of society. The egalitarianism of the Taiping regime is a 
typical example for the ideals of the agricultural small-scale producers, as such 
developed to its greatest height in all Chinese history and rare throughout world 
history. 


Criticism of Absolute Egalitarianism 


When commenting on the egalitarianism of the Taiping regime, many comrades called it 
utopian socialism; it is worthwhile giving this some consideration. Utopian 
socialism has come into being in the wake of the capitalist production methods, as 
something in line with immature capitalist production conditions and immature class 
conditions and as an expression of the early desire of the immature proletariat for 
a reform of society. Outstanding representatives of utopian socialism already 
sharply criticized the bourgeois system and pointed out that capitalism will not 
exist forever and must be replaced by socialism. Their descr. ptions of the future 
society contained much that is positive and correct. The doctrines of three great 
utopian socialists are one of the three sources of Marxism. However, due to their 
lack of understanding of the developmental laws of capitalism, they laid plans for 
the transformation of society only on the basis of subjective desires. They had no 
eye for the great historical role of the proletariat and therefore wanted to bring 
about socialism not through class struggle but through propaganda and persuasion 
among the bourgeoisie and through experimental demonstrations. 


The egalitarianism of the Taiping regime was quite different. Their ideas of a 

kind of equal division of all wealth had come into being on the basis of a small- 
scale agricultural economy and their intention was to change the entire society 

into a small-scale agricultural economy that is uniform, equal and witnout differen- 
tiations. They indended to abolish commodity exchanges and to stagnate for all 
times to come in a natural economy where men farm and womeu spin, an economy which 
is self-sufficient without the need for assistance in anything. One of their ideas, 
namely to divide up the land equally according to the number of people, expresses 
the desire of millions of peasants under feudal oppression for an equal division of 
land; this is of positive significance and is to be approved. The Taiping regime's 








overall plan for the reform of society followed the idea of an absolute egalitarianism. 


It does not represent a historically progressive movement and does not reflect a 
demand for any further development of the productive forces. These ideas of abso- 
lute egalitarianism should be studied, analyzed and criticized from a Marxist 
viewpoint. 
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In the early stage when the Taiping army instituted their system of the sacred 
treasury, the source of their wealth was contributions from their followers and 
war booty, or obtained in “vanguard actions," but not the product of work in any 
production process. The equal distribution carried out by the troops was not an 
egalitarianism of the distribution district, but a system of supplying military 
needs quite unconnected with any remuneration for labor. As such it was fully justi- 
fied and the results prove that it was effective. However, extension of the sacred 
treasury system to the society in general, advocating that people have no private 
property and that “everything belong to the Supreme Lord,” touched on the various 
ownership rights of the landlord class, but also of the merchants and handicrafts- 
men. Even the pitifully small pieces of land and property of the small-scale 
peasants were also declared as belonging to the Heavenly King (or Heavenly Father). 
Even if we understand it as being taken over by the state, the character of it is 
the same. The demand by the small-scale peasants for the equal distribution of 
wealth is revolutionary and justified if it is directed against the landlord class, 
but it is reactionary and retrogressive if it is directed against merchants and 
peasant handicraft industry. They actually planned that "aside from the new grain 
each may receive, the remainder must be deposited in the public granary," even 
chickens and dogs had to be turned over to the treasury, and the workers were left 
with nothing at all of any surplus products. That is egalitarianism in the domain 
of distribution; it is a completely different thing than the sacred treasury system 
practiced in tl.e early days among the troops. Now they believed blindly in adminis- 
trative powers to control all economic life; hard-working peasants must be promoted 
and rewarded, lazy peasants punished and fined. These punishments and fines are 
still a kind of coercive measures heyond economics. As to the remuneration of labor, 
no consideration was paid to whether a man was hard-working or lazy, whether 
physically strong or weak, whether the job was light or strenuous, whether exper- 
ience was required. The quantity or quality of the product were also not taken 
into account. The means of subsistence that were given each worker were of an 
equal average figure. This method of distribution may appear reasonable to small- 
scale agricultural producers who are oblivious to the fact that such methods dampen 
enthusiasm and allow one section of the workers to grab away without compensation 
the fruits of work of another section of the workers. The starting point of their 
method was a reasonable aspiration, but they ended up with a most unreasonable 
result. Their plan went even so far as to take complete care of the livelihood of 
every kind of person in their society, to have them all “enjoy the great happiness 
given by the Heavenly Father, Supreme Lord and August God." Since they wanted to 
ensure equal distribution to every member of the whole body of their society while 
their production forces were at a low level of development, they had to reduce the 
consumption of each person to the lowest possible level. Egalitarianism, we there- 
fore find, is naturally accompanied by ascetism. Equal distribution without 
differentiations of the limited supplies of means o: subsistence can only result 

in a state where all can eat only if there is rice and everybody goes hungry when 
there is no rice. 


The leaders of the Taiping regime obviously did not understand that production and 
life in human society show thousands of differences. They intended to employ 
simple methods to solve the immense variety of intricate and complex problems. 

They drew up an ideal pattern which was geometrical and had the special features 

of being tidy, symmetrical, uniform and monotonous. In the said document of around 
3,000 characters, the character "fan" [all] was used 30 times. Tie provisions that 
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follow the character fan in the text fully display the above-mentioned special 
features. The leaders of the Taiping regime did not understand that in a country 
of such vast dimensions, each district has its own peculiar natural conditions, 
its own ethnic peculiarities, different customs, different production departments 
and products of these departments that differ widely. Taking agriculture alone, 
crops, domestic fowl and animals are of a wide variety and there is an immense 
variety in cropping systems and customs of raising livestock. When they made an 
earnest effort to abolish the difference of rich and poor, they also intended to 
obliterate all differences in society. They distinguished nine categories of land 
throughout the whole country according to the quantity of a certain crop per mu of 
land. This made it very difficult to even take the first step in an equal distri- 
bution of land. The document also stipulates: “Everybody throughout the empire 
shall plant mulberry trees along the walls; every woman shall raise silkworms and 
sew clothes; every family throughout the empire shall have five hens and two sows, 
which must not be allowed to miss their proper season for procreation.” They were 
oblivious to the fact that not all localities are suitable for mulberry trees and 
not all localities are suitable for raising pigs. People in different families 
and households are very different and not all without exception want to raise pigs 
and chickens. It was even stipulated that the number of animals to be raised had 
to be absolutely the same. 


The sources for the egalitarian ideas of the Taiping regime go back to ancient 
times. However, judging from the many mistakes in the “Land System of the Heavenly 
Dynasty," this document seems like a careless "“Ji-jiu bian" [title of an ancient 
primer, could be literally translated as “hurriedly prt together"]. We are here 
not pointing to the various mistakes of a fundamental nature which could not be 
avoided in view of the narrow outlook of the peasantry. What we point to here are 
things which were within their scope of knowledge and skills, such as requiring 
each family to raise an absolutely equal number of hens and sows, etc. These are 
mistakes caused purely by negligence; with a little thought they could have found 
out that certain items were impossible of execution. However, in a new edition of 
the same document, 7 years later, the mistakes had still not yet been corrected. 
Perhaps after the manuscript of the "Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty" was sent 
to be printed, nobody read it over again carefully. Otherwise why should spots of 
coarse neglect have been left in it? 


For hundreds of years, the peasantry stagnated in the use of outmoded tools of 
production of a low level of efficiency and went about their work of farming in 
dispersed and individual manual labor on small plots of land. In their narrow view, 
all they could see all the time were the small plots of land and the many families 
of individual farmers. Many peasant families were organized into a large number 

of villages, and a countless number of villages constituted the whole world. The 
whole world was an aggregate of countless numbers and concrete numbers. Men farm, 
women spin, plant mulberry trees and raise si'kworms; this has been so for count- 
less generations. Not only did they not think of changing these traditional 
production and life patterns. but they even intended to use administrative powers 
to consolidate this state and promote it to the extreme. All surplus production 
exceeding the average figures had to be turned in to the state. The production 
unit of 25 families could retain only what was needed for consumption, but no 
material could be retained for an expansion of reproduction. Under the best 
possible conditions, it was only possible to maintain the reproduction at the 
original level of production. Maintaining this level of reproduction was also very 
difficult. In that case isn't it merely idle talk to say “everybody will have food 
and fuel"? 
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In the eyes of the agricultural small-scale producer « national economy of self- 
sufficiency where men farm and women spin, seemed a most reasonable economic system. 
For this reason, the “Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty" abolished commodity 
production and exchanges; every worker was working to satisfy his consumption needs, 
and as to the means of sustenance, a form of direct distribution of products was 
followed. Although the word “money” appears in the text of the document, it was 
only by a negligent oversight of the writer, because all surplus production was to 
be turned over to the state treasury and there was to be no commodity exchange, so 
of what possible use could money be? Every economic unit was to produce almost the 
entire quantity of all means of sustenance needed by the 25 families of the produc- 
tion unit. There was in this system no social division of labor. Agrigultural and 
handicraft industry were solidely a part of the "liang” unit. Only an utopia could 
be a basic unit in this kind of a production system, capable of self-sufficiency and 
of closing itself off from the outside world. The citizens of such an utopia would 
have to rely mostly on barter in kind for their means of livelihood and not on social 
exchanges. Just as Marx had described it: “The area on which they carry on produc- 
tion, that is, the small plot of land, will not allow tiie peasants to engage in any 
division of labor during the time of cultivation, or to apply any kind of science. 
They will therefore not have any development of any kind or sorts, or have any other 
skills, or a full measure of social relations." ("Selected Works of Marx and Fngels,” 
Vol 1, p 693) It is absolutely clear that in describing their plan for the ideal 
society of the future, the leaders of the Taiping regime wanted to use the economic 
standards of the small-scale peasant economy to transform the whole world into a 
uniform, egalitarian small-scale peasant economy. This cannot and should not be 
done. To proceed foolhardily according to this kind of absolute egalitarian 
ideology would mean abolishing social division of labor, destroying commodity 
economy and destroying the seeds of capitalism. When destroying the ownership 
system of the landlords, the land ownership system of the peasants who cultivated 
their own land was also destroyed. The workers could not possibly derive any bene- 
fit from a system of "no one shall take anything as their own, all things belong to 
the Supreme Lord,” and the objective of “equality in everything, every person to 
have food and fuel" would also have remained unattainable forever. At a time when 
production forces were at a very low level and social production extremely poor, 

the implementation of equality in everything could have only devastated the produc- 
tion forces, with the result that there never would be “every person having food 
and fuel,” but rather a universal poverty. The practical experiences in the 
Heavenly Capital fully proved this point. 








Did the small-scale agricultural producers welcome the “Land System of the Heavenly 
Dynasty"? In the past we answered without hesitation that they welcomed it of 
course, but so far we cannot find any actual basis for this assumption. Historical 
material on the Taiping regime is immense, but there is not one paragraph that would 
indicate a small-scale peasant support for the “Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty." 
There is also much material on the peasant support for the Taiping regime and cn 
the peasants welcoming and supporting the Taiping troops, however, all this was not 
because they were inspired by the "Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty." "On 
receipt of certificates, all leased land shall belong to those who cultivate it;" 
“The fact of who actually cultivates the land shall be decisive, no one else may 
claim to own the land and collect rent;" “Once grain tax was paid to the ‘long- 
haired ones,’ no more grain tax is due to owners of fields.” These are the measures 
that filled the peasants with great joy, but what inspired the great joy was still 
not the “Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty,” but land policies that differed from 
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those of the “Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty." The peasants certainly supported 
equal distribution of land, but the peasants were not likely to support measures that 
first split up the land and distributed it in an equal basis and then did not make 

it the property of the peasants, but the property of the Heavenly Father (or 
Heavenly King or the Heavenly Kingdom). They would also not have supported that the 
harvest from this land, which had been equally distributed to them, was not to belong 
to the peasants but to the sacred treasury. The peasants would of course have been 
very happy if there were equality in all things and everybody had food and fuel, but 
the result of the great equality did not really bring "food and fuel" for the 
peasants and that was not what could make the peasants happy. The peasants will 

have found it difficult to go along with the new social organization, economic life 
and coarse ascetism, which are all things that demanded of them that they abruptly 
abandon the life style to which they had been accustomed. 


Asceticism practiced in the military units was highly effective. It helped the 
Taiping troops overcome their material deficiencies, defeat a strong enemy that 
blocked their advance and pursued from the rear, and finally helped win victory in 
their revolutionary war. After establishing their Heavenly Capital, which the 
Taiping regime termed “after entering the small paradise," not only did they not 
relax their ascetism, but on the contrary, stepped it up and extended it from the 
military to the society in general, thereby arousing strong dissatisfaction among 
the citizens of the Heavenly Capital. Im April 1854, Yang Xiuqing [2799 4483 3237] 
made this point the subject of an imperial proclamation, using “Heavenly sentiment 
and reason” to persuade the people. He said: "...having received an indication 
of the divine will, we have separated men and women to impede all licentiousness. 
This is only a temporary separation. After the ‘sinful province’ (meaning Zhili 
Province) will have been chastized, all will reunite. There is still among you 
people great lament about the dissipation of family circumstances, separation from 
blood relations, complete loss of all property and sudden dispersion of wives and 
children.” The Eastern King had consented that after the overthrow of the Qing 
lynasty, ascetism would be given up and the people would be permitted to reunite 
in family life. This ascetism aroused dissatisfaction at the court and among the 
military. Finally, the Eastern King decreed that some counts and ministers urge 
and admonish everybody time and again: “Illicit schemes bring brief, but not 

real pleasure. The momentary happiness hurriedly snatched is not rcal happiness." 
He preached at length the “Heavenly sentiment and reeson" for not ailowing husbands 
and wives to live together and cited cases of punishment by Heavenly law for 
husbands and wives who had secretly reunited, in order to deter anyone from 
committing the same sin. He said: “At present, when the remnant ‘demons’ have 
not yet been exterminated, time has not yet come for happy family life." He 
admonished everyone ‘to endure steadfastly to the end, to combine our strength and 
be of one mind," in the hope of "dispersing the ‘demonic’ atmosphere and create a 
unity in universal peace." He strongly emphasized that the separation of men and 
women in separate camps must be strictly enforced, even "visiting parents or 
enquiring after one's wife” “may only take place in the form of asking questions 
at the door at a distance of several footstips. Voices must be loud and clear, no 
one must enter the camp of our sisters and there must be no free mixing of men and 
women.” ("Books Published by the Taiping Regime," Jiangsu People's Publishing 
Company, 1979, Vol 2, pp 529-533) These calls for asceticism are closely linked 
with the egalitarian ideology. The Taiping regime pushed egalitarianism to its 
highest point and did the same with ascetism to even split up and disperse the 
families of the people. 
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The leader of the peasant uprising toward the end of the Ming Dynasty, Li Zicheng 
after entering Beijing, was still able to maintain his original style of hard work 
and plain living, eating coarse food and dressing simple, share weal and woe with 
his soldiers, but he had no control over his underlings who were indulging in 
sensual pleasures and creature comforts. With the leaders of the Taiping regime, 
the opposite was the case, Ail the kinzs who had first risen in the revolt were 
indulging in sensual pleasures and creature comforts but dictated ascetism to 
restrain their underlings. The situation was different in these two cases but the 
consequences were the same. These facts show us that if the peasantry is without 
the leadership of the proletariat and relies only on its own strength, it will not 
accomplish a transformation of the objective world, nor a transformation of the 
subjective world. 


Another Climax in Deviation from the Egalitarian Ideology 


The "Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty," which was full of egalitarian ideology, 
has never had a wide circulation, and the propaganda material that was widely 
circulated seldom had an egalitarian content. Egalitarian ideology found expression 
in only a few propaganda items that were not widely distributed. The propaganda 
items that were widely distributed were ardently devoted to propagating autocratic 
monarchism and a system of feudal hierarchy. In their actual practice, the leaders 
of the Taiping regime in the main did not carry out egalitarianism and egality, but 
rather a system of autocratic monarchism and a strict hierarchical system. 


The "Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty" was actually never implemented and 
seemingly never intended for actual implementation. However, the heroes of the 
Taiping regime carried out in their Heavenly Capital a one-time experiment in social 
reform according to the world view of the small-scale peasant. They performed a 
major operation, opening up chest and abdomen, on the social chronic and stubborn 
disease of the great difference between rich and poor, but wit’; the unexpected 
consequence of utter chaos in the social and economic life. The sources of food 
supply were cut, free-of-charge eating from "the big rice pot"' made nobody have 
enough food, so that everybody had to sip equally some watery gruel. The result 
of “equality in everything" was not "food and fuel for everybody." The soldiers 
did not have enough to eat, the sacred treasury was empty, the regime needed taxes 
to maintain itself, so finally they could not but order "to deliver up grain and 
pay taxes as of old." The term "as of old" in paying taxes in grain and money 
signifies that ownership of land was also "as of old," and everything else slowly 
changed back to “as of old." This is a historical law which the peasantry has 

no power to resist. 


However, the first things that reverted to "as of old" were not at all the taxes 
in kind and in money but autocratic monarchism and a feudal hierarchical system. 


Before the uprising at Jintian, when Hong Xiuquan was first possessed with a revolu- 
tionary, anti-Qing Dynasty ideology he created on a big scale the public opinion 

of his being the Son of Heaven by Heavenly command. An omniscient, almighty deity 
that had created the world had come personally to escort Hong Xiuquan to Heaven 
where he conferred on Hong the title "Quan, the Heavenly King of Universal Peace 
and Sovereign of Fundamental Truth," and personally sent him back to earth to be 
Truth-Commanded Son of Heaven. This public opinion about his being a Truth- 
Commanded Son of Heaven, even though it is the display of something old in a new 
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guise, was in substance to the effect that his monarchical powers had been bestowed 
by God. The purpose of proclaiming that the source of his monarchical powers is the 
Supreme Deity is to strengthen the monarchical powers with the prestige and authority 
of divine power and tc emphasize that this monarchical power, supported by the 
Supreme Deity, must not be wiolated. This is the common form of the theory of 
autocratic monarchisn. 


After Hong Xiuquan ascended the throne at Dongxiang, he issued his first imperial 
proclamation in which he emphasized autocratic monarchism and made the Heavenly 
Father say: “I dispatch you to earth to be Heavenly King. These words are a 
Heavenly order and must be obeyed by you." In this proclamation Hong Xiuquan 
depicts himself as representative on earth of God and insists that every word of 
his conforms to a Heavenly command. 


When the Taiping army seized Wuchang and thus had just captured its first industrial 
and commercial metropole, Hong Xiuquan was in a great hurry to select his imperial 
concubines. Before the capital was established, he, too impatient to wait, built 
in advance a seraglio of considerable dimensions. To protect the honor of his 
concubines that had grown to large numbers, he issued a law of unparalleled stern- 
ness, in which decapitation without pardon is ordered in four cases: 1. All in 
the imperial harem shall be addressed as imperial concubines, anyone mentioning 
their personal or family names or their ranks will be decapitated without pardon. 
2. No one is to ever look at the face of those in the imperial harem, you should 
lower your heads and cast down your eyes; anyone who should dare to raise his head 
and look will be decapitated without pardon. 3. Nothing that is said in the harem 
must be spread outside, anyone who dares to spread such talk will be decapitated 
without pardon. 4. Any talk by my subjects must not be transmitted into the harem; 
anyone who dates to transmit such talk will be decapitated without pardon. He 
furthermore proclaimed emphatically that this is “the sacred will of the Heavenly 
Father and Heavenly Brother," evil ones are to be beheaded, righteous ones shall 
survive. May the Heavenly Dynasty and Heavenly Kingdom live on forever and genera- 
tions to come observe its rules. Anyone violating the honor of the imperial 
concubines was declared an "evil one” and therefore to be decapitated without 
pardon according to the above principle. This really reminds of something in the 
"Poems for Children" written earlier: "Life and death emanate from Heaven's Son; 
let every officer avoid disobedience." It is frightening to think that autocratic 
despotism could have developed at such a rapid pace in the short time of about 2 
years from the time of the Jintian uprising. After having established himself in 
the Heavenly Capital, Hong Kiuquan stayed deep inside the Palace of the Heavenly 
King. All military and political affairs were handled by Yang Xiuqing, but as to 
the supreme power of monarch, Hong Xiuquan did not relax his grip the least bit. 


The powers of the Heavenly King were limitless, and he had of course spread among 

the public that his wisdom was also superhuman and divine. “Whatever he utters is 
an imperial decree, is a Heavenly command." “Every word, even a half-word of his 

is an imperial decree."' That was to mean every word that he said, even half a word, 
is to be taken as a sacred decree which corresponds with the intentions of Heaven. 
"When a decree of the Heavenly King comes to us, we sound the gongs, we immediately 
go down on our knees to receive it and voice our approval. Anyone who would not 
accept it, disobeys Heaven, and to denounce and censure him would not be harsh." 
("Collected Material on the Taiping Regime," Vol 2, p 464) When the imperial decrees 
were transmitted down, the people had to sould the gongs immediately and shout their 
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joyful welcome, and anyone not doing so would suffer censure and reprimand. In the 
"Poems of the Heavenly Father," it is repeatedly emphasized that every person must 
obey the decrees of the Heavenly Father unconditionally; no disobedience or delay 
would be condoned and punishment for such would be decapitation. Hong Xiuquan 
proclaimed: "Mistakes are only made by my officials, never by your Lord," to indi- 
cate that the ruler can never be mistaken. If mistakes should occur, responsibility 
rests with his officials. His officials fawned on Hong Xiuquan: "The mouth of the 
Heavenly King is the mouth of Heaven, his words are the words of Heaven." ("Collec- 
tion of Material of Contemporary Hintory, The Taiping Empire” Vol 1, p 303) Hong 
Xiuquan did not have command of a great army. The men in command of great armies, 
such as Yang Xiuging, Wei Changhui, Shi Dakai, and in later years Chen Yucheng, 

Li Xiucheng, served subserviently under Hong's autocratic rule. Even a man like 
Yang Xiuqing with his “great power and prestige spread far and wide and not afraid 
to do anything" was eager to get a title of nobility bestowed on himself by “His 
Majesty." Although he pursued this with some pressure, he still wanted Hong Xiuquan 
in his capacity of monarch to issue the decree that would bestow the title. The 
only “magic weapon" that Hong Xiuquan held was that the moriarchical power was 
bestowed on him by Heaven, that is, that he was "Heaven-boin, Truth-ordained Lord.” 
Even though men like Yang Xiuqing may have seen through the “mystery of that 
“divine right." no one dared, or rather, no one wished to puncture this mystique. 


The Taiping regime also developed to the highest perfection a system of feudal 
hierarchy and a whole set of ceremonial rules in connection with its autocratic 
monarchism, to demonstrate the exalted position of the monarch. When we read the 
books published by the Taiping regime itself, we gain a clear sense of how utterly 
at variance with the historical reality it is if some comrades praise that regime 
at great length as a “peasant democracy!" First of all, read "The Taiping 
Ceremonial," of which there exist two editions, one dated the first year of the 
Taiping regime [1852] and a later a blockprint of 1858. If you leaf through these 
writings you can see what an extremely serious matter the feudal ranks and ceremonies 
were. The various kings who were the earliest to join the uprising were to call 
each other brothers and were to be equal before the emperor, but not equal in other 
mundane affairs. As for instance, Yang Xiuqing, “the most important and prominent 
man of the dynasty,” must be only addressed as "jiu qian sui" [may you live 9,000 
years] and all the other kings 1,000 years less, downgraded according to their 
specific ranks. When Yang Xiuaing asked for an audience, the Heavenly King would 
determine the date and time. Yang would then come in at the head of a long line of 
kings and marquises, call out "wan sui" [may you live a 10,000 years] three times 
and kneel. During audiences with the Heavenly King, Yang was exempted from kneeling, 
but had to stana at the foot of the flight of steps to the throne. All other minor 
kings had to km€el at the foot of the throne. Even if it was only a written proce- 
dure, there was no exceeding the rules as to who was to "stand in front of the 
throne” and who was to “kneel in front of the throne.” It seems on this point Hong 
Xiuquan knew better than Liu Bang when Liu ascended the throne. Although Hong had 
nobody like Shu-sun Tong at his side, he had a full and detailed ceremonial to 
demonstrate the exalted position of the monarch and to determine according to rank 
the different ceremonial guards, carriage horses, costumes, forms of address, etc. 
Different forms of address were regulated according to the different ranks, even for 
the children of the kings and for children from ministers down to “liang™ sergeants, 
from generalissimo down to the wives of all ranks of officers and for all relatives 
of the kings. The provisions of the “Forms of Address for Nobility and Officials 
of the Heavenly Dynasty” determine that in making a report to a special nobleman or 
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official, the writer must use the term "bing xiang" [report in full], refer to 
himself as "xiao guan" [this minor official], the document must end with “jin an" 
[golden peace] and the term "favor" must be written "jin en" [golden favor]. In 
submitting reports to the regular noblemen and officials, the writer must use the 
term "bin bao" [full report], refer to himself as “xiao guan" [this minor official], 
the document must end with "rui an” [auspicious peace], a decree must be referred 
to as “rui yu" [auspicious decree] and the term "favor" must be written "rui en" 
[auspicious favor]...The forms of address to all other noblemen and officials was 
strictly determined according to their different ranks. The colors red and yellow 
were highly valued by the Heavenly Dynasty, as noble only noblemen and officials of 
various ranks could have themselves made various costumes in these colors according 
to their higher or lower ranks, the common people were not allowed to make thenm- 
selves dresses of this kind and violations would be punished without fail with 
decapitation. The elaborate detail and the great and strict stratification of 
ranks as in the hierarchical system of the Taiping regime is very rare in history. 


The Taiping regime instituted a system of hereditary posts for officials. For the 
various kings, the hereditary nature of their positions was already clearly deter- 
mined in "Taiping Ceremonial” of 1851. Im the same year the Heavenly King decreed 
at Yongan a confirmation of this institution of hereditary posts in emphatic terms 
and even extended the sphere of its application. "All those meritorious officers 
who together with us conquered the hills and riwers shall on the higher level be 
invested with the titles of chancellor, senior sdcretary, commander, general or 
imperial guard, or at the least with the title of corps general. These titles shall 
be hereditary, and those who bear the titles will be permitted to attend the Heavenly 
Court in dragon robe and horn-encrusted girdle.” In the “Land System of the Heavenly 
Dynasty" it is again clearly stipulated that "all meritorious officers shall receive 
emoluments from the Taiping regime for all generations to come." 


The officials of the Taiping regime enjoyed a great variety of special privileges 
dcpending on their rank. They did not consider this a shameful betrayal of their 
egalitarian ideals. On the contrary, they considered the enjoyment of special 
privileges as honor and furthermore considered it a "principle of heavenly nature” 
to strive and struggle for such special privileges when they exhorted all brothers 
and sisters to "do the very utmost to uphold the Lord, show determination in 
support of our Sovereign." The "Book on the Principles of Heavenly Nature" 
instructed the brothers and sisters: “However, our younger brothers and sisters 
often say that we have not enjoyed happiness. But let me ask you something. When 
with worldly sentiments you were still at home, whether you were farmers, craftsmen 
or merchants, you worked day and night with callouses on your hands and feet, and 
you tasted all the bitterness of life. How does that life compare with our life 
today, now that we uphold Heaven, support our Sovereign, and each receives the mercy 
of the Eastern King and other kings, and shares in their glory? When we drive out 
in our chariots splendidly dressed, with many servants and attendants, there are 
those who attend to our horses and those who move fans for us. With shouting 
attendants before and behind, our pomp and glory can be said to be beyond this 
world. Think of it, did you, in your former worldly circumstance, have such glory?” 
There is no sign of egalitarian ideology, they rather vied with each other for the 
enjoyment of feudal privileges. The first to enjoy these privileges, and to enjoy 
them most abundantly were of course those in the highest positions, that is, the 
kings who had joined the uprising earliest. After entering the Heavenly Capital, 
each had himself built a luxurious palace, and if there were not enough skilled 
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workmen, they would even order to recruit them from other places. On the Heavenly 
Kings's birthday, the Eastern King issued an order to all "great and small offi- 
cials and officers within the court and within the army, royal relatives and 
imperial kinsmen, soldiers, sailors, brothers" to prepare "rare and valuable gifts 
for presentation to the Heavenly Court." On his son completing his first month, 
there was another order from the Eastern King to “imperial clansmen and all deputy 
generals to transmit to all officials and the people to prepare a good quantity of 
rare and valuable articles and have them sent to the capital by trusted messengers." 
The “Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty," printed only a short time before, pre- 
scribed that the grandchild on reaching his first month shall be paid from the 
treasury "a 1,000 pieces of coin and 100 jin of grain." Isn't there a big difference 
between this and the “rare and valuable items"? 


The special privileges of the Taiping leaders are evident everywhere. If a man had 
a high court position, his underlings and relatives could also enjoy special privi- 
leges. A certain horse farmer met an uncle of the Eastern King, of the same age as 
the Eastern King, but the farmer failed to pay his respects. Several people were 
implicated in this case and the farmer was condemmed to be torn asunder between 
chariots. A certain councillor by the name of Li Fengxian insulted a secretary in 
the Eastern Palace by immodest speech. He was sentenced to death for this crime. 
The Taiping regime was not a pure peasant struggle led by a progressive class, there- 
fore not to our surprise a regime of ranks and privileges. We only want to make it 
clear here that the Taiping regime did not at ali act democratic and equal as some 
comrades have said. The feudalism of the peasantry and the feudalism of the land- 
lord class are both feudalisms, and as such left-over poison which deserves our 
criticism and rejection. 


The reader may already have noted that this article has not adduced much important 
material, for instance the "Zeiqing huizuan™ [Collected Material on the Conditions 
of the Rebels] by Zhang Dejian [1728 1795 1017] and other writings of literati of 
the landlord class. This is because many comrades as soon as they hear that a 
peasant uprising has engaged in monarchism and hierarchic stratification, will 
immediately without hesitation say that this is slander. By adducing as little as 
possible material from opponents of the revolution, we hope to avoid complicating 
the issue. 


If there is talk here of slander, it shows a misunderstanding of the version from 
the peasantry’s point of view. That is, that the Taiping regime, which arose in 

the preparatory period of the bourgeois revolution, did not regard autocratic monar- 
chism and rank stratification as a shameful and ugly thing, even though they 
developed egalitarianism and equality to its highest perfection in all the old-style 
peasant wars. This point becomes very clear if we read the documents of the Taiping 
regime itself and see how they sing the praises of the Heaven-born, Truth-ordained 
one and repeatedly emphasize "the difference between noblemen and lowly-born and the 
necessity to differentiate between the respectable and the mean." 


Some comrades have said that this was so because a small number of leaders had 
become addicted to nepotism, and that the problem was not related to the peasantry 
as a class; the peasantry as a class was still showing peasant democracy. This 
comment is worth discussing. Although the concrete acts that were performed as a 
result of autocratic monarchism and the stratification by ranks contain a strong 
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element of individualism and even elements of individual character and intellectual 
resourcefulness, the reasons for the fact that autocratic monarchism could prevail 
for a time must be sought in the social sphere. 


At the time of the Taiping regime, feudal autocratic systems had existed for over 
2,000 years. The small-scale agricultural producers were by far the dominant sector 
of the population and agricultural production forces had stagnated at an extremely 
low level for a very long time. Stuck in the rut of old conventions and practices, 
the agricultural small-scale producers relied on manual operations (including animal 
and water power), working in units of one family or one household in a small-scale 
farming economy, scattered and isolated without any or only little relation with the 
cities. Within his family, the head of the family was the highest authority in all 
matters. This system of patriarchal authority was upheld and protected by public 
opinion, general ethics and the laws of the entire society. The small-scale peasants, 
having lived for ages under this feudal patriarchal system, acquired a world view 
that incorporated a limitless adoration of individual power. They adored and 
exalted, lofty authority that protected their interests and blindly believed in 

that authority as a savior who grants favors and bounty. However, there is no such 
authority or savior in the world and therefore could only be manufactured by manipu- 
lating public opinion. A Truth-ordained Son of Heaven with all the trimmings was 
created in a multifarious manipulation of the public opinion. The authority of a 
human ruler assumed superhuman forms. Divine authority became the indispensable 
pillar of support for the monarchical authority. Only by being ordained by God 
would monarchical authority become one that would cow everyone into submission. 

This authority with its direct links to Heaven and God is one that the small-scale 
peasants are ready and delighted to accept and that they will gladly worship and 
believe in. Onlv when days of complete darkness will arrive and life becomes an 
unbearable misery, they will feel compelled to rise in revolt and will then of 
necessity raise and support a new Heaven ordained authority. Marx made an extremely 
penetrating analysis when he discussed the French peasantry: "They are not able to 
be their own representative but must have someone else represent them. Their repre- 
sentative must also be their dominating master, an authority that stands high above 
them, a governmental power without restraints. This power is to protect them from 
infringements by other classes and will also bestow from above all bounties and 
favors. In the last analysis, the political influence of the small-scale peasantry 
is therefore manifested in having administrative power controlling society." 
("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 1, p 693) The history of the Taiping 
regime provides a great number of examples which prove that this analysis by Marx 

is of universal significance and fully applicable to China. It is therefore abso- 
lutely impossible to regard the autocratic monarchism practiced by the Taiping regime 
as the mistake of a small number of its leaders. 


Try to find in the history of the Taiping regime any proponent of "peasant democracy" 
who had come forward to oppose their autocratic monarchism and stratification by 
rank? It is true that during the Taiping regime there had been some popular 
resentment and opposition, but not one item of all the material can prove that this 
resentment and opposition was directed against the system of autocratic monarchisnm. 
Some of it was directed against the extremes of egalitarianism practiced in the 
Heavenly Capital, some against the tenancy system in territory under the control of 
the Taiping regime. There was even less opposition among the officials of the 
Taiping regime. Even Hong Rengan [3163 0088 3771], who in Hong Kong had been 
influenced by some Western democratic ideology, sung the praises of autocratic 
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monarchism and with not even one word voiced any dissatisfaction. Li Xiucheng 
expressed mary complaints against the depostism of Hong Xiuquan; he mainly blamed 
him, not for the reason that Li was opposed to autocratic monarchism, but for Hong 
“trusting fully in Heaven and being unwilling to trusf. any man." Li Xiucheng was 

a loyal supporter of the monarchical system. In the mest critical moment of breaking 
out from an encirclement, he paid no attention to his old mother, but rushed to 
protect the heir to the throne--a stupid, weak infant, a Heavenly King. Among the 
first to criticize the autocratic monarchism of Hong Xiuquan and his men were not 
any proponents of “peasant democracy," but the bourgeois revolutionary democrat Sun 
Yatsen. When he elucidated the democratic rights of the people, he criticized the 
autocratic monarchism of Hong Xiuquan and his men. ("Selected Works of Sun Yatsen," 
Vol 2, pp 675-676) 


The ideology of egalitarianism and equality is an expression of resistance by the 
peasantry against feudal exploitation; it is an ideological weapon of the peasantry, 
but not an effective weapon. With this primitive ideological weapon the battle 
against a feudal tradition of several thousand years is immediately lost as soon as 
swords are crossed. Isn't it a clear illustration for the fact that the peasantry 
as a class lacked rearmament with a modern ideology when they so willingly imple- 
mented in those days that system of autocratic monarchism and hierarchical 
stratification? 


The theories and practices of the Taiping regime provide us with a typical example 
for the study of egalitarianism. In 1944, Comrade Mao Zedong said that to this day 
we have not yet made an earnest start in the study of the experiences of the Taiping 
regime. 


The present article cannot claim to be a study. I have only taken the opportunity 
of the 130th anniversary of the Taiping uprising to raise this question, to invite 
instruction from scholarly circles. Please let me have the benefit of your 
criticism of all my mistakes. 


(The author of this article, Rong Sheng, born 1929, is research assistant at the 
Institute of History of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HUBEI UPHOLDS SIXTH PLENUM RESOLUTION 
Wuhan HUBEI RIBAO 26 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] The Hubei provincial conference of representatives of the CCP convened in 


Wuhan from 13 July to 25 July, 1981. The spirit of the Sixth Plenary Session of the 


llth CCP Central Committee was conveyed by Comrade Chen Pixian [7109 0012 7359]; 
the congress studied and discussed the “Resolution on Certain Questions in the 
History of Our Party Since the Founding of the People's Republic of China," which 
was adopted by the 6th Plenum, the plenums “Communique,” and Comrade Hu Yaobang's 
speech given at the meeting celebrating the 60th anniversary of the CCP. 


The conference of representatives unanimously felt that the Sixth Plenary Session 
of the llth CCP Central Committee was a continuation and a great development 

of the Third Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee, and that it was a 
meeting of paramount importance in the history of our party. The Sixth Plenum 
adopted the “Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of our Party Since the 
Founding of the People's Republic of China," and elected new and old important 
leading members of the Central Committee, thereby completing the historical mission 
of bringing order out of chaos under the guiding ideology of the party. This 
enabled the entire party to forge ahead united, to concentrate its main energies on 
socialist modernization, to carry the national economy further ahead, and to 
effectively build the spiritual civilization of socialism. The "Resolution on 
Certain Questions in the History of our Party Since the Founding of the People's 
Republic of China," which was passed by the Central Committee, went through a 
fairly long period of complete deliberation. With the development of democracy and 
the pooling of the wisdom of the masses as a basis, our historical experience was 


realistically summed up, drawing a clear line between merits and faults and pointing 


out clearly the direction in which our nation's socialist cause and our party's 
work is continuing forward. This has had a profound significance on the unifying 
of the entire party's thought and in the struggle to accomplish, with one heart 


and one mind, the historical mission of this new age. The conference of representatives 


ardently supported the election of new and old important members of the Central 
Committee by the Sixth Plenum. It unanimously endorsed the election of Comrade 

Hu Yaobang as party chairman, Deng Xiaoping as chairmand of the Military Commission 
of the Central Committee, and Zhao Ziyang as vice-chairman of the CCP: endorsed 
the Sixth Plenum's approval of Hua Guofeng's resignation from his post as chairman 
of the CCP and chairman of the Military Commission of the Central Committee, and 
his election as vice-chairman of the CCP; endorsed the order of names for chairman 
and vice-chairmen of the standing committee as follows: Hu Yaobang, Ye Jianying, 
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Deng Xiaoping, Zhao Ziyang, Li Xiannian, Chen Yun, and Hua Guofeng; and endorsed 
the election of Comrade Xi Zhongxun as secretary of the Secretariat of CC? 

Central Committee. The conference of representatives felt that this eiection 

of old and new members strengthened the collective leadership and the uniting 

as one of the party Central Committee's core of leadership on the basis of Marxism, 
implemented the party's correct line since the Third Plenary Session of the llth 
Committee, and restored and developed the traditionally extremely important 
organizational guarantees of the party. In order to earnestly transmit, study 

and implement the spirit of the Sixth Plenum among the party members and broad 
masses of the entire province, the following resolutions were especially made: 


1. Earnestly study and propagate the “Resolution of Certain Questions in the 
History of Our Party Since the Founding of the People's Republic of China.” 
Provincial party organizations at all levels must make the study of the 
"Resolution" one of the Central tasks of the second half of this year, and, 

based on the demands of related documents of the Central Committee, go a step 
further in making concrete arrangements and in earnestly paying attention. 

With study of the “Resolution” as the key, integrate study of the "Communique" 

of the plenary session with Hu Yaobang's speech made at the meeting in celebration 
of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the CCP. 


Every party organization and party member must earnestly study, and carefully and 
thoroughly read these documents repeatedly, integrate them with reality, and 
acquire a deep understanding of them. Responsible comrades of party committees 
at all levels must set an example and lead in studying. First we must pay close 
attention to the studing done by cadres at all levels, especially that of leading 
cadres above the county level. Party committees at all levels must adopt the 
running of study classes, lecture courses, and other methods, and organize cadre 
study by turn, which nonparty cadres of the same grade can also attend. United 
Front work departments at all levels should organize study for non-party people 
and should conscientiously provide guidance. Party and cadres schools at all 
levels should make appropriate adjustments of educational plans based on the 
requirements of this study. Political education, in e@bhools of all levels 

types, should in the second half of this year take this resolution as one of 

the principal points. 





After study we must have a realistic understanding and grasp of the spiritual 
essence of the documents, and have a correct understanding of comrade Mao's 
historical role and of Mao Zedong Thought; we must realistically evaluate 

the achievements and mistakes of the past 32 years since the establishment of 

our nation; we must achieve unity in knowledge and unite as one to look forward. 
In dealing with key questions we must have a correct understanding of the effect 
on the party of the guiding role of comrade Mao Zedong's place in history and 

of Mao Zedong Thought. Certainly it must be clear that comrade Mao's achievements 
are primary while his mistakes are secondary. We must cistinguish between 

Mao Zedong Thought and the errors Comrade Mao committed in the later years 

of his life. The fundamental tenets and the basic viewpoints of Mao Zedong 
Thought have been and will remain the guiding ideology of our party. We certainly 
should earnestly study and apply its positions, viewpoints and methods in studying 
the new conditions which arise as a result of practice, and in solving new problems, 
guaranteeing that the work of our party advances victoriously along the 





31 














scientific path of Marxism-Lerinism-Mao Zedong Thought. Therefore, we must 
correct our style of study ani continue to earnestly study the major works 
of Marx, Lenin and Chairman ao, as well as the major works of other 
proletarian revolutionaries of the older generation. 


We must have a led and planned implementation of wide-ranging, profound 
propaganda and education aimed at the entire party membership and the broad 
masses. Leading cadres at all levels must go down to the grass-roots level 

and personally explain and publicize the “Resclution.” In addition, they should 
train the propagandists and lecturers and launch wide-ranging publicizing 
activities. The higher level comrades must strengthen the guidance and examination 
of the study of the lower level comrades; lower level comrades must periodically 
report to the higher level comrades on the situation concerning their study. We 
must grasp this study in a down-to-earth manner, have a common understanding 
among all the provincial party members and people concerning the basic conclusion 
of the “Resolution,” unite and look forward, work as on and struggle side by side. 


2. After a thorough implementation of the spirit of the Sixth Plenum we must 
energetically strengthen the party ideologically and organizationally. The 
"Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding 
of the People's Republic of China," concerning the positive and negative 
experiences following the establishment of our country, especially in the lessons 
learned from the “Cultural Revolution," summed up the 10 experiences of the 
correct path of the socialist modern construction best suited to the conditions 
of our country, of which one crucial one was doing a good job of the building 
work of the party. Comrade Hu Yaobang in his speech at the meeting in celebration 
of the party's 60th anniversary, aiming at the present actual conditions of our 
party, put forth six basic demands for the strengthening of the building 

of our party. Provincial party organizations at all levels must adhere to the 
spirit of both the "Resolution" and Comrade Hu Yaobang's speech. With a high 
level of awareness, we must work hard to make the building of party organizations 
in this provice an adherance to the party's correct line, rally closely around 
and lead the masses of this provice in carrying out the socialist modernization 
of a powerful fighting force. 


We must make a serious study of the “Resolution.” We must raise the theoretical 
level of understanding of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought of each cadres in 
this provice. All members of the CCP must politically hold together with the 
Central Committee, 

consciously carry out and enforce the line, policy and guiding principles 
determined by the party since the Third Plenum, further continue in thought 

and practice the vigorous effort to eliminate the mistaken influence of 
leftism, get rid of all other mistaken obstructionist tendencies, support 

the four fundamental principles of the socialist road, the people's democratic 
dictatorship (i.e., the dictatorship of the proletarian) the Communist Party's 
leadership, and Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, be qualified CCP members, 
consciously serve the people wholeheartedly and contribute their all for 
socialist modernization. 
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We must actively choose and foster middle-aged and young cadres who have both 
ability and political integrity, and appoint them to leading positions at all 
levels, step-by-step, in a planned way. Under the premise of revolutionizing 
we should progressively make the leading groups at all levels younger, 
well-educated, and professionally competent. Meanwhile, we must respect and make 
adequate arrangements for older cadres, and bring into full play their important 
role in passing on their experience, giving help and setting examples. We must 
further strengthen the democratic life of the entire party organization, adhere 
to and uphold democratic centralism, and strengthen party organization and discipline. 
Party committees at all levels must put into practice collective leadership and 
the division of labor with individual responsibility. Members must comply with 
decisions made by the party committee. The work that each person shares a 
responsibility for must be done seriously and conscientously. We must have a 
deeper understanding that the sytyle of work of the party in power is a 

matter of life or death for the party. The actions and words of every party 
member must comply with the resolution "Concerning Several Standards for 
Inner-Party Political Life." Those members holding leadership positions should 
take part in the regular activites of the organization, just like ordinary 
members, comply with party discipline and national law in an exemplary manner, 
maintain close ties with the masses, both in and out of the party, strengthen 
investigation and study, listen attentively to the opinions of the masses, and 
consciously accept the supervision of the masses. They must resolutely overcome 
being divorced from reality, divorce themselves from the evil tendencies of 

the masses, and overcome all types of mistaken thought which deviates from 

the principles of the party. They must enhance party spirit, eradicate factionalism, 
oppose bourgeois, liberal tendencies, anarchism and-aut-and-out egotism, and 
correct all unhealthy tendencies. The model deeds of fine party members must be 
vigorously commended, and the party's three important styles of work-integration 
of theory with practice, forging of close ties with the masses, and criticism 
and self-criticism-should be genuinely restored and developed, bringing 

into full play the vanguard and exemplary role of members of the CCP. 


3. Provincial CCP members, and above all leading party cadres at all levels, 
must set an example, resolutely answer the solemn call of the the Sixth Plenum, 
hold high the banner of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, rally even closer 
around the central Committee, continue to develope the revolutionary spirit 

of the Foolish Old Men who moved the mountain, be determined, surmount every 
difficulty, and exert themselves in the struggle to gradually build our nation 
into a modern, highly democratic and highly civilized strong socialist nation. 


At present, the political and economic situation in this provice is comparable 

to that of the rest of the country. Provincial party organizations at all 

levels together with the broad masses have resolutely implemented the further 
economic adjustment, and politically, the further bringing about of stable policies 
which were advanced by the line of the Third Plenum and last December's Central 
Committee Work Conference, already achieving great successes. However, we 
absolutely cannot be satisfied with the present situation, but should forge ahead 
and advance on the crest of victory. 
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We must certainly regard the spirit of the Sixth Plenum as a powerful moving 

force, concentrate our main energy, further grasp firmly all aspects of 

economic adjustment and political stability, and especially, try every possible 
way to increase industrial and agricultural production. In industry we must 

do a good job of tapping potential and reforming and improving existing enterprises. 
We must do a good job of specialized cooperation, reorganizing and combining, 

put into practice an economic system of job responsibility, actively strive to 
apply the achievements of scientific research, increase production and economize, 
bring econonomics results into play, and, under the premise of the right product 
for the right market and improving quality, work hard to increase the industrial 
value of gross output by eight percent this year. In agriculture we must go a 

step further in implementing each of the party's policies in the villages and 

in promoting joint production and calculation of payment, gradually perfecting 

all types of production responsibility systems, without a slackening in the 
production of food stuffs, while at the same time actively developing many kinds 

of management, vigorously spreading scientific agricultural technology, actively 
resisiting all kinds of natural disasters, paying attention to current agricultural 
production, and seizing the entire bumper harvest. We must do a good job in finance 
and trade, promote the development of industrial and agricultural production, 
further stimulate urban and rural markets, strengthen the administration of markets, 
stabilize prices, serve better the livelihood of the people, and in addition, 
ensure the completion of the task of finance; we must regard family planning 

as an important item of the nation economy and earnestly pay close attention to 

it; we must pay attention to the development of small cities and towns, and, 

under the leadership of the state-run economy, energetically develop a 

collective economy, and give seroius assistance to the development of the 
non-agricultural industrial economies of the cities and towns, encouraging them 

to engage in such small-scale trades as handicrafts, retail, food, repair, 

service, ect; we must further strengthen and improve the ideological and 

political work of the party, continue to implement all policies, and pay close 
attention to the completion of the concrete task of bringing order out of chaos; 

we must further strengthen and improve the leadership of the party in science, 
education, culture, health, physical fitness and all other undertakings, and pay 
close attention to the education and cultivation of young people. We must 

further develop the five stresses and four points of beauty movement; we must 

fully develop socialist democracy, strengthen unity between the army and the 
government and the army and the people, strengthen the work of the people's 
militia, and strengthen the people's democratic dictatorship. We must severely 
punish according to law the sabotage done by counter-revolutionaries and Lin Biao, 
and the remnants of the Jiang Qing counter-revolutuonary clique, and resolutely 
attack those criminal offenders who seriously jeopardize society, closely integrate 
the work of strengthening specialized organs with reliance on the broad masses, 

get the entire party to work, coordinate administration, do a better job in public 
security, and consolidate and delvelop a stable and unified political situation. 


Party committees at all levels throughout the province must immedialtely go into 
action and lead together CCP members, Communist Youth League members and the 

broad masses on all fronts, under the guiding spirit of the Sixth Plenum, unify 
knowledge, strengthen unity, brace up, go all out, struggle hard, and cautiously 
and conscientously make an even greater contribution to the building of a socialist 
economy and the building of a lively spirit! 


9686 
cso: 4005/841 


34 








SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


END TO ADMINISTRATIVE INTERFERENCE IN SCIENTIFIC WORK DEMANDED 


Beijing ZIRAN BIANZHENGFA TONGXUN [JOURNAL OF DIALECTICS OF NATURE] in Chinese 
No 1, 1981 pp 10-13 


[Conference Report: "Who Should Evaluate Scientific Achievements and Talent? 
A Conference Sponsored Jointly by the Chinese Dialectics of Nature Association 
and the JOURNAL OF DIALECTICS OF NATURE"] 


[Text] Editor's note: A debate has developed over the 
question of the evaluation of Comrade Liu Yuguang [0491 
0068 0342] and his work. On 6 November 1980, the Chinese 
Dialectics of Nature Association and this journal jointly 
invited scientists and science administration cadres to a 
conference to discuss the issue of appraising scientific 
and technical achievements and assessing scientific and 
technical talent and to introduce the experiences and les- 
sons learned at home and abroad; to analyze the important 
issues that still exist in this area in China; and to dis- 
cuss the fundamental principles of the direction that work 
in this area should follow in the future. We herewith pub- 
lish summaries of the speeches given by the participants. 


He Zuoxiu [0149 4373 1652] (Deputy Director of the Institute of Theoretical 
Physics; Research Fellow): I am not a biologist and have no right to speak 

on Comrade Liu Yaguang's research, nor do I wish to comment on his work. But 

I would like to address the issue of ways to deal with this kind of matter. 
Situations like Liu Yaguang's exist in physics. They exist in China and abroad 
and are not rarities. The thing is, these matters should not be resolved out- 
side of science. Matters of right and wrong in science should be resolved by 
science itself, and outsiders should not flagrantly interfere. 


There is also a matter of principle here. Just how should China's scientists 
be treated? I think that it would be hard to find intellectuals anywhere else 
in the world who are as ardently patriotic or socialist-loving as China's scien- 
tists. They have worked hard at building an enterprise, have put their shoul- 
ders to the wheel, have been willing to bear the burdens of office, and have 
shared the joys and sorrows along with the nation and the people. When Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping, as a representative of the party Central Lommittee, was at the 
China Science University rehabilitating scientists, he gratified people by say- 
ing that scientists are members of the working class. This being the case, why 
can't we act like scientists in the matter of evaluating scientific and 
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technical accomplishments and talent? Whether or not the right of evaluation 
is handed over to scientists is an issue concerning whether or not we have 
confidence in scientific workers or science. 


Li Peishan [2621 0160 3790] (Deputy Director of the Institute of the History 
of Natural Sciences; Associate Research Fellow) (Entire text published 
separately). 


Bao Wenkui [7637 2429 1145] (Deputy Director of the Institute of Crop Breeding 
of The Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences; Research Fellow): We who are 
engaged in agricultural science have suffered enough from administrative cadres. 
During the Great Leap Forward, when the satellite of high yields was launched, 
we did not have faith in it, but whoever dared to speak the truth was dragged 
out onto the stage and criticized. After the fact, they said they had com- 
mitted the error of “exaggeration,” when in fact there was no “exaggeration” 

at all, just outrageous lies! In breeding work they talked big about distant 
hybridization and propagandized its results, but scientists did not open their 
mouths and thus there were no reliable results to be seen. Interplanting of 
peas and wheat had been reported in the past but had never stood up to test- 
ing. Recently it was reported again in the papers, but there was no scienti- 
fic attitude. This sort of work has no scientific basis and wastes manpower 
and resources; yet people keep on doing it and supporting it. Recently I heard 
that someplace they reported the successful crossbreeding of wheat and oats, 
and soon the sum of several hundred thousand yuan was appropriated for it. 

This is a misuse of money, especially when scientific research funds are hard 
to come by. 


The attack on Li Senke [2621 2773 4430] not only struck a blow at experimental 
methods in our agricultural science research, but it also overthrew the manage- 
ment methods of agricultural science research. Accurate experimental data 
cannot be produced, statistical methods are criticized as hairsplitting, and 
statistical agricultural output is a big problem because figures are unreliable. 
Furthermore, this has had a great impact on our study style. Some people have 
a “way of thinking,” but not a “way of doing.” They have glib tongues and a 
great capacity for activity. There are many such people, ond they can make 
weeds grow in the garden of science. We should certainly seek truth from facts, 
and important results should yield data. We are not being obstinate; if you 
have resources to persuade us to the contrary, we can believe. The foundation 
work of some people has not passed the test, but still they aim high: today they 
do this, while tomorrow they will do that and claim that their general direction 
is correct. It seems that the significance is great, but they cannot distin- 
guish it very well. Leadership organs also want to believe, and the money they 
appropriate is just as good as thrown down a hole. 


Shen Shumin [3088 3219 2404] (Director of Information Office of the Institute 
of Biophysics; Associate Research Fellow): The situation in science today is 
good, but scientific imposters still objectively exist, and it is necessary tc 
attract everyone's attention to this point and not evade the issue. The Liu 
Yaguang "incident" demonstrates that some leaders do not have faith in scien- 
tists and do not understand scientists. It should be understood that those who 














truly engage in science have their morality. If you are always engaged in 
scholarship and use the results to obtain the faith and support of science, 

why go looking for support among writers and important people? When we talk 
about leadership work and propaganda work, we do so in dialectical terms, bur 
when we start to do [the work], we prefer absolutist terms. They say to re- 
spect the elders, sc famous people cannot be touched; they say to take young 
people seriously, so young people cannot be criticized, for criticism is 
"oppression" and that's bad. Science needs criticism. In evaluating scien- 
tific achievements and talent, it is unscientific to spare sensibilities when 
criticizing. But real life often tells us that speaking the truth hurts. As 
a result, some people are all friendliness on the surface and say that they're 
both alright, but behind each other's backs they cannot stand each other. In 
the process of compiling an encyclopedia, there was a discussion about which 
scientists in a discipline could be included, but because there was no agree- 
ment, not one scientist was included--just to keep the peace. How can this 

do? I propose that we set conditions and make demands regarding the matter of 
evaluating scholarship. You cannot report results as soon as an essay is written, 
or even report results before an abstract has been written. The thesis should 
be appraised or at least examined for half a year. If there is a mechanism and 
an organization for appraisal, there should be confidence in it and an admission 
of its authority to make resolutions, and it should approve revisions of the 
resolutions and not be easily denied by outside forces. 





Qiu Renzong [6726 0088 1350] (Director of the Office of Dialectics of Nature 
Research, institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Asso- 
ciate Research Fellow): Scientific achievements can be compared to the varia- 
tions which appear in an organism. Variations in an organism advance the 
organism through natural selection by preserving favorable variations and 
eliminating unfavorable ones. Appraisal of scientific achievement plays the 
role of selection and plays an important regulatory function in the forward 
progress of the health of science. Appraisal of scientific achievement should 
obey the developmental laws of science itself. Historically, interference from 
outside science has never had good results. Soviet medicine is backward even 
today because early on, administrative methods compelled the reform of medicine, 
using the Pavlovian theory. We have had similar lessons. Administrative orders 
or the press propagandized and promoted the ideas, before [these ideas] were 
appraised by science, that acupuncture cured the deaf and dumb and that bittern 
flakes cured illnesses, etc., with disastrous effects. These issues have not 
yet been resolved. 


One should rely on scientists for an appraisal of scientific achievements. First 
of all, this means appraise! by peers. Peers can always carry out an appraisal 
..1at is more in conformity with reality than can outsiders. This principle is 
very simple, but the trouble caused by outsiders leading insiders, or the mis- 
taken idea that Marxism can substitute for natural science, comes about because 
we have forgotten this principle. Secondly, evaluation by peers means collec- 
tive appraisal. It is still not good to rely on only one or two scientific 
workers for an appraisal of scientific achievement, but one must rely on the 
collective strength of scientific workers. This collective is not simply the 
adding on of individual scientific workers. At appraisal meetings, scientific 
workers freely express their views. This exchange of views produces a "chemical 
change." Thus it isn't replaced by an individual search for opinions. Thirdly, 
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and more importantly, this method of appraisal itself has a mechanism for 
correcting mistakes easily. Although mistakes can occur in scientific apprai- 
sal, it is far easier for mistakes to be committed in the other methods, and 
the mistakes are not easy to correct. The true scientific worker can respect 
practice and fact, and thus it is easier for him to correct mistakes. 


Mao Guizhen [3029 2710 7201] (Deputy Head of the Vocational Office of the 
Institute of Microbiology): During the time he was part of my shop, Liu 
Yaguang reported “breakthroughs” four times. Not one of them was genuine. 

But he had the ability to manipulate. Once he had reported, someone would 
comment on ic; once the report was commented on, we would undertake it. I was 
called to meetings at the academy over 20 times to evaluate his results and 
study his work or to fix up and respond to his reports. The leaders of the 
Academy of Sciences and the leaders of the Central Committee have many times 
commented on similar reports from who knows how many people. We who are work- 
ing personnel in basic-level scientific research units normally have much work 
to do. If he really had made achievements which were beneficial, it would have 
been worth the time and energy spent. But he had made no achievements, and just 
because he could make a fuss he made us go around in circles, so how could our 
energies be devoted to the four modernizations? The affairs of the party and 
nation are piled as high as mountains, but leadership comrades insist on get- 
ting into things they don't understand. This makes it very hard on us and 
Causes great anxiety. 


Xu Liangying [6079 5328 5391] (Institute of History of Natural Science; Asso- 
ciate Research Fellow): There are many lessons which should be drawn from the 
Liu Yaguang matter, but the question is, can we absorb them? If we rely on the 
leadership to evaluate scientific and technical achievements and talent, and if 
the leadership is clever, our lives will be easier; however, if the leadership 
is muddleheaded, our lives will be a little harder. Science cannot be conducted 
this way. 


If the evaluation of achievements is managed by administrative leaders, then it 
can become increasingly chaotic. A nation which is politically democratic and 
academically free cannot do things this way. For a time in the past, the 

Soviet Union spread the notion of the principle of science's part nature. 
Actually, science belongs to all mankind, and since it has no class nature, it 
is impossible to talk about its party nature. Historically, however, scientific 
research has formed some common principles that all classes must observe: prac- 
tice is the sole criterion of truth; everyone is equal before the truth; scien- 
tific concepts and theories must be logically correct and stand up to analysis; 
research achievements of predecessors must be respected, experimental facts 
should be able to be replicated; and plagiarism and falsification are recog- 
nized as unethical behavior. If an individual has willfully violated these 
principles, his scientific career is finished. Evaluation of scientific 
achievements and talent can rely only on peer evaluation, because scientists 
have a common language, common standards of right and wrong, and common ethical 
demands. Sometimes they make mistakes in their appraisals, but peer evaluation 
has a feedback and a self-regulating function, so that errors in understanding 
are not difficult to correct. But outsiders cannot participate in peer evalua- 
tion, for if they make a mistake it is hard to correct easily. There are limits 
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to each person's understanding, and it is impossible to judge all scientific 
rights and wrongs. Einstein said it well: "Whoever wants to be the judge in 
the realm of truth and knowledge will be drowmed in the laughter of God." 


If we want to develop science, then we certainly should separate scholarly 
leadership and administrative leadership, certainly should study the good 
things that have appeared in the process of capitalist development, should 
eliminate outside interference in science, and should not engage in official 
favoritism or in hoodwinking by means of administrative and public opinion. 
We should give science some right of self-government. 


Yang Yiwen [2799 2496 2429] (Head of the Second Office, Bureau of Science and 
Technology, Ministry of Public Health): We should treat the Liu Yaguang matter 
conscientiously and get right and wrong clarified. The research units subordi- 
nate to the Ministry of Public Health have very limited expenses. Some new medi- 
cines have been developed and evaluated and are urgently needed, but because 
there are no funds to distribute them, they cannot be put into production. Yet 
in a short time, Liu Yaguang can get 2 million yuan. Where is the justice in 
that? 


We should be careful aboxt disseminating information concerning medicines--a 
matter of human life. If medicines are not tested on animals and are not eval- 
uated, then reporting them and promoting their use can become a real problem. 
Take curing infantile paralysis, exploding bladderstones, or treatment with 
Magnetic eyeglasses. Once they had been reported in the newspapers, special- 
ists with different views had no place to express their opinions, and these 
questions should have been reviewed. All fields now have newspapers, and so, 
since we accept the importance of science, we call for a scientist's newspaper 
to reflect freely the opinions of scientists. 


Meng Zhaowen [1322 2507 2429] (Academic Office, Chinese Academy of Sciences): 

I would like to discuss the flaws in leadership work from another angle. For 
scientific leaders to be the only ones to evaluate results is far from adequate. 
Leaving aside the matter of Liu Yaguang's work, and speaking only of Chinese 
medicine in molecular biology research, in the past people generally approved 
of it, but some scientific leadership agencie~ had never paid careful attention 
to this work before. For example, there was the use of molecular biology to 
carry out research in Chinese medicine, the dire :tion of the research, and 
whether we should stress it; furthermore, if we stressed it, how should we 
stress it, where should we start, how should we select the scientific leaders, 
should we establish a research agency, and so forth. Scientific leadership 
agencies should take the initiative in grasping this work and should have the 
right to implement*the plans they decide on themselves; they should not have 

to be led around by the nose by the endless letters and petitions sent up and 
down, as they do now. 


This kind of autonomous, positive, effective scientific leadership has exper- 
ienced success. The wholly synthetic bovine insulin and the straton model 
produced by the Basic Particle Theory Group of Beijing in the 1960's were both 
outst«nding. Their outstanding feature was that the administrative leadership 
provided strong support and coordination and did not run things by itself with- 
out consulting others. Those academics chosen to take the lead were very active. 
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The direction chosen was correct and the measures just right. A group of out- 
standing and creative young people were trained and chosen. Because they in- 
sisted on tackling key problems, and because they dared to and were good at 
taking the offensive, in the end they produced outstanding achievements. So 
why now in basic research is there this situation in which each person works 
only on one small topic? One reason probably is that, over the years, scien- 
tific leadership agencies have formed many coaventions in thinking and admin- 
istering, and if things are not resolved within the bounds of these conventions 
they cannot really develop fully the scientific leadership agency's role. Now, 
one reason is not entirely that there is no money, for Liu Yaguang's 2 million 
yuan in expenses was approved just like that! The second reason isn't that there 
is no outstanding talent, for we have much talent now but have not used it well; 
otherwise how could large numbers of students go abroad for advanced training? 
The key is that we require vigorous and highly effective scientific leadership 
agencies, and in these agencies we need bold and knowledgeable leaders, and we 
need to let them have authority so that they will unify people from all areas 
and use their efforts in the key points. 


Furthermore, we should resolve the question of information channels not being 
clear. A great many people could comment on the Liu Yaguang matter, but in 
actual work at lower levels there are many urgent matters that cannot be re- 
ported to the upper echelons. I propose a periodical that can publish differ- 
ent views on scientific questions extensively. It is now very difficult to 
publish opinions and articles, Page limitations, editorial intent, and ! 
especially not going beyond limits set by the administration have all had an 

impact on the publishing of opinions. If periodical opinion would let differ- 

ent views be fully published, it would add a restriction to administrative 

_ interference. 


Written speech by Liu®Shuzong [0491 6615 1350] (General Office, Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgy, Ministry of Metallurgy): The evaluation of scientific 
achievements and talent should rely on peer evaluation and verification of ex- 
periments. This should be very clear. But why can't it be carried out? Since 
the Liu Yaguang "incident" has appeared publicly in the press, we must be clear 
about it. Right and wrong in science and right and wrong with regard to the in- 
cident should both be clarified. The question of principle and the specific 
instance should both be resolved. Now that the country is stressing science, 
the suppression of talent should be regarded as a major issue, but at the same 
time we should emphasize the fact that some people are swindling and bluffing 

by wearing the label “talent.” Such people are not few in number. They en- 
gage in psuedoscience and cause damage to the country and the people. Science 
explores the unknown, it permits fancy and hypothesis, and in conducting exper- 
iments it permits errors; however, it absolutely does not permit falsifying data, 
plagiarizing other people's achievements, or lying about achievements. Such 
people and such behavior should be dealt with after thorough examination. We 
should develop legislation regarding science, and establish conditions for re- 
wards and punishment. If an architect makes an error in design, he goes to jail. 
There should be a way to deal with the creation of data and the plagiarizing of 
achievements. We should now establish an overall system of assessing talent 

and achievements, and set up agencies that have authority. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


HEEDING OF LESSONS OF HISTORY REGARDING SCIENCE URGED 


Beijing ZIRAN BIANZHENGFA TONGXUN [JOURNAL OF DIALECTICS OF NATURE] in Chinese 
No 1, 1981 pp 13-16 


[Article by Li Peishan [2626 0160 3790], Institute of History of Natural 
Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences: "Firmly Bear in Mind Historical Exper- 
iences and Lessons" ] 


[Text] In the debate over the question of Comrade Liu Yaguang [0491 0068 0342], 
after more than 5 years of debate, many comrades in science have finally come to 
a rational conclusion. I think that this is because, in terms of the general 
situation, democratic principles have gradually come to be realized in politi- 
cal life since the smashing of the "gang of four" and, in terms of the situation 
within science, comrades have not only called on the leaders to pay serious 
attention to the opinions of scientists, but have themselves dared to fight 

for their democratic rights. This is thoroughly delightful. 


The evaluation of scientific achievements and scientific talent is actually a 
two-sided issue. Around this question, in the history of science, there are no 
small number of experiences and lessons from which we could learn. 


First, let me cite successful experiences which are acknowledged by the world. 
In the entire 80-year history of the Nobel Prize for science, from 1901 to the 
present, there have been 339 scientists who have received awards (including 3 
persons who have received awards twice). Because the awarding of this prize 

is decided by a committee of scientists of very high level and according to 
strict selection methods, almost all of the scientific topics which have re- 
ceived awards have undergone a period of testing and are important achieve- 
ments recognized by science. Thus the prize enjoys great esteem in world 
science and, at the same time, the scientists who win the prize gain great 
honor. Examining the topics which have won the prize in the past 80 years, 

[we see that] the overwhelming majority of topics occupy important positions 

in the history of the development of modern science. Thus, science acknowledges 
that this prize plays a progressive role in the development of science. From 
the materials I examined, what has been most discussed about the Nobel Prize is 
that some important scientific achievements have not been selected, and in some. 
essays there have even appeared lists of scientists and scientific work which 
"have not yet been awarded the Nobel Prize." The only one we could argue with 
is the award of the Nobel Prize for medicine in 1926 to the Dane, Johannes Fibiger 
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(1867-1928), for discovering hyperplasia in malignant tumors, but for 40 years 
after this discovery, no awards were made for tumor research until 1966, when 
the prize for medicine was awarded to two scientists who did research on tumors. 
(For one of them, F. P. Rous, the runner-up for the prize in 1926, it was the 
result of 60 years of experimentation and observation.) Apart from the Nobel 
Prize, there are other foundations which have accumulated much useful experi- 
ence in selecting scientists and providing support for their scientific research. 


There are also some world-acknowledged lessons which are the opposite of those 
discussed above. In the 1940's, the Soviet Union supported Lysenko with all its 
might and repudiated wholesale the achievements of Mendel and Morgan. This is 

a classic case of the use of political power to interfere flagrantly in academic 
matters. Also included here is the erroneous evaluation of scientific achieve- 
ments and talent. The basic lesson is that the criticizing of a question of 
scientific right and wrong, which should have been resolved through debate among 
scientists, as a “reactionary,” “capitalist,” and "racist" political issue and 
as “idealism and metaphysics," and in addition the direct intervention by the 
Central Committee of the CPSU and Stalin, created an opportunity that Lysenko's 
school of scientific imposters could exploit--and they used this opportunity to 
make an erroneous judgment which turned right and wrong upside down. 


In the mid-1930's, Lysenko skyrocketed to the top during the political attack 
that was launched against scientists who had dissident scientific viewpoints. 
Though this was already very abnormal, it was still a local matter. Later on, 
Lysenko's crude workstyle was publicly criticized by Yuri Zhdnov, head of the 
Science Office of the Propaganda Section of the Central Committee of the CPSU. 
But by 1948, before the All-Union Conference of the Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences, the situation had taken an abrupt turn. After the victory in the 
Fatherland War, the Central Committee of the CPSU passed a series of resolu- 
tions in the realm of ideology “criticizing bourgeois thinking." Representa- 
tive of this was the meeting convened at the instigation of Stalin and the CPSU 
Central Committee to criticize "The History of Western European Philosophy,” 
written by Aleksandrov. In June 1947, A. A. Zhdanov, who was made responsible 
for ideological work by the CPSU Central Committee, gave a speech at that meet- 
ing. The speech made the issue of natural science a constituent part of this 
“comprehensive attack" carried out against domestic “bourgeois ideological rem- 
nants" and foreign “hostile ideologies." He called on the philosophical front 
to participate in related criticism and “propel natural science forward" in the 
Soviet Union. After this, a series of meetings was held to criticize idealism 
in natural science. The All-Union Conference of the Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences, held in August 1948, was a conference which had the highest political 
standards as well as the greatest influence. Nearly 1,000 persons attended 
this conference. Lysenko's report at the meeting, “On the Present Situation in 
Biological science,” had been approved by Stalin and the CPSU Central Committee. 
The report labeled "Michurin Biology," proposed by Lysenko, as “progressive” and 
"materialist"; but it tagged the genetics of Mendel and Morgan as “reactionary,” 
"bourgeois," "idealistic metaphysics," proclaiming: "We should expunge Mendel, 
Morgan, and Weismannism from our science.” Before and after the meeting, con- 
siderable political pressure was exerted on persons who held dissident views. 
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Before the meeting, Yuri Zhdanov, who had criticized Lysenko in the past, had 
to submit a self-criticism to Stalin and admit that he had made a “fundamental 
error in guiding the two conflicting trends in biology to a reconciliation," 
that “sharp public criticism of Academician Lysenko was a mistake," and that 
he “had not dealt this antiscientific view (i.e., the scientific viewpoint of 
Mendel and Morgan) a mortal blow," etc. This self-criticism was published in 
PRAVDA prior to the conclusion of the conference. Afterward, the Presidium of 
the Academy of Sciences of the USSR especially convened a meeting to make a 
self-criticism and made a series of decisiong on dismissals, closing labora- 
tories, changing the editorial committees of journals, and revising research 
plans so as "to expunge” Mendelian genetics. At the time, the Soviet Union 
considered this conference a definite step in its “thorough victory" gained 
by dialectical materialism in genetics. 


Apart from genetics, the scientific community of the Soviet Union made a series 
of erroneous decisions. For example, in tine summer of 1950, the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR and **> Academy of Medicine of the USSR jointly issued a 
resolution vigorously praising Pavlovian biology, inappropriately elevating it 
to the height of “reforming medicine and psychology," and pointing the spear of 
criticism against the cytopathology of Weierxiao [piuonetic] [7614 1422 5135- 


Welch?] and a group of Soviet scientists. After May 1950, the Academy of Sciences 


of the USSR and the Biology Section and the Higher Education Section of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences of the USSR held several conferences resolving to support vig- 
orously Lebaixinsikaya's [phonetic] [0519A 2672 6580 2448 0595 1246-Lebaishin- 
skaya?] theory of cellular huozhi [3172 6347] (later proved to be unscientific) 
and criticized Weierxiao's cellular theory. At about the same time, the Biology 
Section of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR also announced its support for 
the theory of Boxiyang [phonetic] [3134 1585 2254], based on falsified experi- 
ments, that bacteria could turn into viruses and vice versa. In 1951, the Aca- 
demy of Sciences of the USSR convened yet another large all-union symposium on 
the theory of chemical structure and criticized the resonance theory proposed 

by the American Pauling, which plays an important role in research on molecular 
structures, etc. This series of conference resolutions departed from the laws 

of scientific development and from the fundamental principles which scientific 
research should follow and, as a result, considered major, internationally 
recognized scientific accomplishments as “bourgeois,” "reactionary" “pseudo- 
science," and vigorously supported and publicized all pseudoscience which was 
wrapped in the cloak of "materialism" as “major, materialist, progressive scien- 
tific accomplishments." 


If we examine these questions against the historical background of contemporary 
scientific development, they are truly unthinkable. In 1948, when Morgan's 
theory was being "expunged" in the Soviet Union, it was making great strides 
internationally. The "genetic theory" was proven through repeated experimenta- 
tion by scientists in many countries. While in today's terms their work was 
somewhat imperfect and had its limitations, this was unavoidable (any achieve- 
ment acknowledged by science as great today will, after a certain number of 
years, be considered imperfect and to have limitations). Molecular genetics 
dawned in the 1940's: the theory of "one gene, one enzyme" which was proposed 
in 1941 was universally accepted by biology by i946. That DNA is the stuff of 
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heredity had already been proven in an experiment in 1944. All these important 
scientific advances were very clearly understood by true biologists in the USSR, 
and in “criticism meetings" some scientists cited these accomplishments and 
raised these questions. But all these scientific facts could not prevent getie- 
tics in the USSR from suffering this disaster. 


If we do not discuss these matters in isolation, but consider them against the 
background of the political history of all of Soviet society at the time, we 

then can understand that this is the inevitable outcome of the special histori- 
cal conditions of the time. Comrade Stalin, the supreme leader of the Soviet 
Government and the Central Committee of the CPSU, who led the Soviet Union's 
socialist revolution and construction after Lenin passed away, made great 
achievements and had very high prestige both at home and abroad. But at the 

same time, he established his personal “absolute authority" in a series of poli- 
tical struggles and in the expansion of the battle against counterrevolutionaries 
since the 1920's. Worship of him had already become common practice inside and 
outside the party, reaching its highest peak after the victory in the Fatherland 
War. “Worship of the individual" severely damaged the democratic principles of 
the political life of the party and nation, and many things were decided on his 
personal say-so. Under such conditions, the laws of scientific development and 
the democratic rights of scientists were of little importance. Stalin's inter- 
ference in scientific questions became an irresistable political pressure. As a 
result, this period in history significantly complicated the history of science 
in the 20th century. 


This "struggle" of the Soviet Union in the realm of academe directly affected 
science in China, disturbing in particular China's work in biology, medicine 
and agronomy, with the greatest damage done to genetics. Under similar "poli- 
tical pressure" in China, much genetic research was halted and many geneticists 
were constantly "examined ideologically." Professor Bao Wenkui [7637 2429 1145], 
who is attending this conference today, was conducting research on polyploid 
breeding at the time, and the wheat seedlings in his experimental fields were 
forcibly dug up. In 1956, great changes took place in the Soviet academic world. 
At the end of 1952, someone wrote an essay criticizing Lysenko's preposterous 
thesis concerning species and their formation. In March 1953, after Stalin 
passed away, this academic discussion began to broaden. Over 200 articles were 
written, including some which not only criticized Lysenko's mistaken scientific 
viewpoint but also exposed the fact that the evidence Lysenko had used to sup- 
port his theory of the formation of species was untrue. At the end of 1955, 
over 300 scientists signed a petition demanding Lysenko's dismissal as head of 
the Academy of Agricultural Sciences. In April 1956, the Soviet Council of 
Ministers accepted Lysenko's resignation. The development of this stage of 
affairs caught the attention of China's party and government. China's geneti- 
cists reacted to this violently. The Science Office of the Propaganda Section 
of the Central Committee of the CCP carried out a conscientious study of this 
"struggle" in the Soviet Union and its influence on China. In the spring of 
1956, our party put forth the hundred flowers direction for science, and in 
August of the same year it convened the Qingdao Conference of Geneticists; 

free discussion in academic questions took a turn for the better. Before long, 
however, the antirightist struggle began, criticizing the thinking that “out- 
siders cannot lead insiders" and criticizing the so-called “antisocialist 
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scientific program." Later, with the continuing development of frequent 
“academic criticism," the hundred flowers course frequently encountered 
representations. The ubiquitous criticism of “bourgeois academic authori.i_s” 
and of “reactionary viewpoints in the natural science theoretical front" during 
the 10 years of chaos brought unprecedented devastation to scientific work. 
Looked at today, China for a long period of time has had a background of poli- 
tical history similar to that of the Stalin era. “The cult of personality" was 
in vogue, and for a long time there was a blurring of the lines between politics 
and philosophy on the one hand and science on the other. This made it impossi- 
ble for us to learn the proper lessons from events in the Soviet Union. 


In evaluating scientific achievements and talent, we must do things in accordance 
with the laws of scientific development and the fundamental principles which 
scientific work should obey. The development of science is founded on the con- 
stant accumulation and acceptance of experience and knowledge, and thus we must 
conscientiously study and respect the scientific accomplishments of our prede- 
cessors. The development of science is also a process of constant creation. 
Thus there are no taboo areas in science, no absolute authorities, and even less 
are there any eternally irrefutable, final conclusions. Scientific work must be 
based on fact; all plagiarism and resorting to deception constitute immoral con- 
duct. Deciding the right and wrong of science must conform to the principle of 
“practice is the sole criterion of truth." It can be resolved only through free 
discussion and debate among scientific workers and must eliminate the obstacles 
of interference from outside and the force of custom. Here, political democracy 
and academic freedom are the necessary guarantees of the thriving and prospering 
of science. Lessons and experience, whether of the Soviet Union or of our own 
country, show that the interference of political power cannot resolve the issue 
of evaluating scientific right and wrong, but that it can smother science and ob- 
struct the development of scientific work. In all the support of political and 
economic forces and the management of science by state agencies, only by follow- 
ing the laws of scientific development and obeying the principles of scientific 
work can science be effectively advanced. 


These principles appear to be very simple, but in practice they are frequently 
departed from quite far. In the 30 years since the founding of the People's 
Republic of China, scientific work has followeda tortuous path. After the 
smashing of the “gang of four," parcy committees at all levels vigorously 
stressed the work of implementing policy and, whether dealing with individuals 
or affairs, vigorously set things to rights and mobilized the initiative of in- 
tellectuals in general. However, we still have not conducted specific examina- 
tions of classic cases that have taken place in different historical stages, nor 
have we scientifically analyzed the social causes that gave rise to these ques- 
tions. We hope that concerned leadership sections will, through study and analy- 
sis of some classic cases, summarize the experience and lessons of scientific 
work in the 30 years since the founding of the People's Republic of China and 
draft a resolution concerning certain historical questions related to China's 
scientific work, in order to thoroughly reform our leadership and management of 
scientific work. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SCIENTISTS SEEN AS BEST JUDGES OF SCIENTIFIC TALENT 


Beijing ZIRAN BIANZHENGFA TONGXUN [JOURNAL OF DIALECTICS OF NATURE] in Chinese 
No 1, 1981 pp 16-18 


[Article by Shi Xiyuan [4258 1585 0337]: “On Distinguishing Persons With 
Scientific Talents"] 


[Text] Persons with scientific talent are the foundation of science. For many 

years, due to the crisis in talented people that was created by the ultraleftist 
line, there has naturally been a general social concern about people with scien- 
tific talent. But talent not only has distinctions of superiority and inferior- 
ity, it also has distinctions of truth and falsity, so, while valuing persons of 
talent, how to distinguish persons who have scientific talent is something which 
should attract our special attention. 


[The term] persons with scientific talent refers to persons who can make creative 
contributions to the development of science. The objective standards for evalu- 
ating talented persons should consider scientific achievements. A person with- 
out scientific achievements may have talent in other areas, but he still cannot 
be considered a person with scientific talent. A quick mind, hard work, modesty 
and prudence, and unity and mutual aid are unquestionably qualities and merits 
which many persons with scientific talent should have, but having them does not 
mean a person has scientific talent. Having studied at a famous university, hav- 
ing worked at a certain scientific research agency, having been the assistant of 
a famous scientist, or having been recognized by a leading personality also 
should not be the basis for being appraised as a person with scientific talent. 
On the other hand, political mistakes, arrogance and self-satisfaction, offending 
the leadership, and an undisciplined lifestyle should not be the basis for deny- 
ing that people have scientific talent. A great scientist must have excellent 
academic morality and the intention to serve the nation and all mankind; a scien- 
tist with important achievements must have a spirit of energetic exploration in 
his field of science, a keen ability to discriminate, or ingenious experimental 
methods. In the final analysis, however, it is still concrete scientific achieve- 
ments that count. 


A scientific achievement is generally revealed in a research article. At the 
same time, we should understand that the article is not the same thing as the 
achievement. Because an article contains a certain amount of true knowledge 

and a certain amount of new information, it has its differences in degree of 

new and old, truth and falsity, and level of excellence. At present, the 
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mechanisms for discrimination in the world of science are still imperfect. 
Scientific research has undergone a long period of disruption, and in recent 
work to assign academic titles, the quantity of articles has frequently been 
made an important standard of assessment. We have had no alternative but to 
do it this way, but we cannot go on considering this the correct method. 
Otherwise, important subjects which are of great significance, considerable 
difficulty, and a highly exploratory nature will be investigated by [only a] 
few persons, and important groups of topics which are already being explored 
will daunt the morale of the troops. Among some workers there had already 
appeared a tendency toward superficial pursuit of a quantity of articles. 

Many people think only of getting hold of a small topic in pursuit of "keeping 
the news pouring out," and still others intentionally break up an article into 
smaller pieces, or even do not hesitate to resort to falsification or giving 
false information about achievements. Following along with this, in the name 
of opposing “sharing the work of others" (I do not approve of "sharing the work 
of others"), the tendency to carve out one's own sphere and seal it off from 
others is becoming increasingly popular. These petit bourgeois workstyles 
which are reappearing in scientific labor are diametrically opposed to the de- 
mands of scientific and academic modernization. 


Talented persons are hard to come by, and persons talented in science are 
naturally hard to come by. To stop the “devaluation” of talent, it is necessary 
to eliminate the disruption of unscientific standards and to develop, train, use 
and protect talent correctly. 


Whether or not an individual has made a creative contribution to the development 
of science cannot be determined by a subjective evaluation of that individual. 
Persons of talent are a social phenomenon, and distinguishing persons of talent 
is a social distinction. Judgment can be made only by linking up with the spe- 
cific circumstances within branches of science. The people who have this abil- 
ity to distinguish are the "experts" who are pursuing scientific research in the 
same or similar fields. This is why it is necessary to implement peer evalua- 
tion. In the past, scientists were deprived of, or crippled in, their position 
in evaluation work because the line calling for criticism of experts "gave 
prominence to politics." For a time, some “achievements” and "persons of talent" 
appeared by means of “individual boasting--leadership verdict--periodical propa- 
ganda," which in the 10 years of chaos during the "Cultural Revolution" caused 
us to experience in science a time of brilliant “heroes” with very few true 
achievements. 


New discoveries in science should be evaluated by experts collectively, because 
scientists also suffer from limitations in their individual abilities to under- 
stand. Scientists in the same field and same period may make mistakes in eval- 
uation because of their limitations, but generally speaking, these mistakes are 
not only fairly easy to correct through scientific experiments, but in compari- 
son with those of nonexperts, their mistakes are much less serious and much 
fewer. In 1973, the American scientist Summerlin announced that onto a white 
mouse he had grafted a piece of black mouse skin which had been preserved in a 
culture, and that it was not rejected. Others could not replicate his results, 
and later his assistant revealed that the black skin had been coiored. This sort 


47 








of situation is not hard to expose in science and cannot have a very great im- 
pact on science or society as a whole. On the other hand, in the Soviet Union 
in the 1940's, out of political needs and philosophical concepts, Stalin used 
politically coercive methods to promote the pseudoscience of Lysenko and 
(Lebaishinskaya) with the result that science suffered a disaster for an en- 
tire "camp." Since liberation, the academic criticism which has been carried 
out in the field of natural science in China has for the most part been started 
by outsiders and used political and philosphical standards. Major instances 
have been criticism of the theory of relativity, the second law of thermodyna- 
mics, genetic theory, cytopathology, and psychology (though this does not mean 
criticism within academic discussion). Minor instances have included the accu- 
sation that considering nutrition to be a cause of Keshan disease is “an attack 
on the socialist system"; condemning as a "vicious attack on the great leader" 
the view that there are black spots on the sun; condemning as “opposition to the 
supreme directive” the view that the history of mankind is over 3 million years 
old; etc. On the other hand, things with no scientific basis whatsoever have 
been welcomed into the halis of science: the high-output “satellite” of 100,000 
jin per mu, the glossy ganoderma research of respectful “devotion,” the modern 
passion for perpetual motion and the elixir of immortality have all been praised 
by those outside the field; even though they failed, there has been the consoli- 
dation of saying that the general direction is correct! 


Facts show that the laws of nature and the laws of scientific development cannot 
be changed by the influence or prestige of anyone. “Every field has its specialty." | 
Not only political scientists, military specialists, economists, and literary 

specialists, but scientists, too, cannot be proficient in all scientific knowl- 

edge. As Mr Lu Xun said, "We should observe that what makes famous people famous 

is because they are in one field, but we should be wary of free talk concerning 

anything outside that field." 


In recent years in China, public opinion and propaganda have discussed justice 
for scientists and science, and this is a good thing. But not enough attention 
has been paid to the weaknesses and dark sides of science. Actually, only by 
rewarding the good, he'ping the deficient, and exposing the false among those 
in science can healthy trends be fostered and the development of science be 
promoted. 


Science should have an excellent atmosphere. Science tolerates failure but not 
deceit. There is the individual's pursuit of fame, the pursuit of truth and a 
high regard for publicizing results, and even a high regard for scientific value. 
But practicing fraud and blowing one's own trumpet cannot stand the scrutiny of 
science and must seek the help of forces outside of science. If our journals 
and propaganda do not conduct conscientious research and investigations and do 
not rely on scientists to evaluate scientific right and wrong, they depart from 
science and pursue news and artistic results, painting the sores of science 4s 
blooming flowers. Isn't that being more of a hindrance than a help to science? 


Under a system where the level of scientific education of all the people is not 
high and where there is highly centralized authority, abuses also affect scien- 
tific management. On the one hand it is unfavorable for the training, discovery, 
and use of people with talent, while on the other hand there are many opportunities 
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in which those who boast, deceive, and have an improper workstyle can take ad- 
vantage. Some leadership comrades who have a feudal, special-privilege mental- 
ity, a heavyhanded workstyle, and a deficient ability to discriminate in 
scientific matters insist on controlling many things they shouldn't. They 
frequently observe and handle scientific matters by the same standards they 
have used to handle administrative matters for decades. They support certain 
persons or projects largely on the basis that “such and such a central govern- 
ment cadre had commented on a report,” “this work has great significance." 

"It conforms to the basic principles of materialism," “the general direction 

is correct," "a famous and friendly foreign scientist is very interested in 
this," etc. Once they have made up their minds, they do not want to hear dif- 
ferent opinions. Today, leader A indicates he supports this; tomorrow, leader 
B indicates he supports that. This method of selecting persons with talent and 
determining research plans, as far as those who work hard are concerned, is 
“heaven is high and the emperor is far away," and as far as those who are 
opportunists are concerned, it is frequently "get it without wasting effort." 
This way of doing things departs from the scientific path, with the result that 
unprincipled study style and bureaucratic workstyle get together and severely 
damage the development of science. 


Socialist democracy should guarantee that there is interaction between each 
member of society and not a relationship of absolute obedience. Society is a 
complex system made up of many strata and many sections, and members of society 
should attend to their duties and fully develop their creative abilities at 
their posts. The political scientist has his own important mission to under- 
take; he can rely on the scientist to evaluate and choose scientific talent. 

He need not rely on his subjective, unscientific standards to select scienti- 
fic talent. In terms of cybernetics, if higher agencies are the direct speci- 
fic regulators of internal processes of a subsystem, the entire system will be 
thrown into disorder. 


To really resolve the question of persons of talent, it is necessary to be much 
more flexible in systems and policies, to give scientific workers more freedom, 
to make them genuflect less, and to give their “talent” an opportunity to be 
displayed and developed so that their scientific thinking, research papers, 
technical inventions, and work proposals will have an opportunity to be published 
and exchanged and thus be evaluated and verified by the people. In this sense, 
though the article is not equal to the achievements, it should create the condi- 
tions for scientific workers to publish more. And only by publishing can achieve- 
ments be distinguished. Knowing the "talent," one can then "use" it. To do 
this, it is necessary to vigorously develop scientific publishing and a healthy 
science appraisal - and system. In this way we can move ahead step by step. 
But what most urge eeds to be resolved now is to give entirely to scientists 
the authority to eva.uate scientific achievements and talent. 


8226 
CSO: 4005/823 


49 








SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


WRITERS URGED TO STUDY SOCIETY IN DEPTH 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 8 Jul 81 p 5 


[Article by Liu Jianjun [0491 1696 6511] and Meng Wanfu: [5536 8001 1133]: 
"Writers Must Voluntarily Plunge Into the Thick of Life"] 


[Text] Comrade Mao Zedong and Comrade Zhou Enlai many times called on literary 
and art workers to go into the thick of life, to voluntarily plunge into the 
fiery struggles of the masses. In the new historical period of the four 
modernizations of our country, Comrade Deng Xiaoping again pointed out: 
"Voluntarily derive source material, subject matter, plots, language, poetical 
feelings and pictorial effects from the life of the people, nourish ourselves 
with the aspiring spirit people use to create history--this is the fundamental 
path for the thriving development of our socialist literature and art." The 
masses of the people have diverse demands regarding the forms and subject matters 
of literature and art. 


The paths of life taken by writers using different forms and subject matters 

for their creative work are also diverse. But each writer must, in accordance 
with his own conditions and possibilities, choose his own way of going into the 
thick of life. Every writer must voluntarily go among the masses and expand his 
vision. There should be no exceptions. Guided by Chairman Mao's "Talks" at 
Yanan, many of our writers such as Zhao Shuli, Zhou Libo, Liu Qing and Du 
Pengcheng had, after serious consideration, chosen the same path of life, that 
is, to sink roots in a permanent base for a long period of time, make investiga- 
tions and research there, live and write there. This had laid a solid foundation 
for their subsequent creative work. 


Both Zhao Shuli and Zhou Libo left for the countryside soon after they had 
entered the city. Liu Qing settled down in the countryside of Changan. Du 
Pengcheng, after completing "The Defense of Yanan," went to experience life in 
depth at the construction site of the Baocheng Railroad. For a period of time 
little was heard of them in the literary and art circles. Some comrades in the 
literary and art circles began to have doubts about the path they had chosen, 
wondering whether a writer can produce good works if he did not travel to many 
places, gather materials of all kinds, and view things on an extensive scope, 

but limited himself to a relatively small world. Practice is the only yardstick 
to testing truth. "The Builders," Great Changes in a Mountain Village,” 
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"Sanliwan'" "In Days of Peace" were born. The answer to whether these writers 
had chosen the right path was there for all to see. 


Would a writer's long residence in a village, a factory or an armed force unit 
affect the breadth and depth of his observation of life? Comrade Mao Zedong 
pointed out: "There are two ways of investigation. One is to look at flowers 
while riding on horseback, one is to dismount from the horse and look at the 
flowers." These can also be regarded as the two ways for writers to get into the 
thick of life. All writers, especially young writers who have not yet accumulated 
a great deal of life experience and whose contact with society is yet narrow, need 
to “look at flowers while riding on horseback," utilizing all kinds of opportunities 
to expand their contacts with life as much as possible. But just as Comrade Mao 
Zedong said, “It is far from enought to just take a look and move on. It is 

also necessary to use the second method and that is to dismount from the horse and 
look at the flowers, to look carefully, to analyze one ‘flower,’ to dissect one 
"sparrow.'" Dismounting from horseback and looking at flowers, and dissecting a 
sparrow--these are the principal and basic methods for writers to go into the 
thick of life, to study society and people. 





Whether young writers without much experience of life or accomplished veteran 
writers, they must adopt this method if they are to make a breakthrough in getting 
into the thick of life. Only when a writer has dissected a sparrow can his 
fleeting impressions of life gained from "looking at flowers while riding on 
horseback" truly become a part of his accumulated experience. Even writers with 

a fairly rich store of life experience, if they do not continue to dissect the 
Sparrow with regard to the ever advancing life, will be unable to create works 
portraying the new world and new people and possessing new levels. 


Comrades Zhao Shuli, Zhou Libo, Liu Qing and Du Pengcheng spent a relatively long 
time to settle down and observe and study society in one place. This, from the 
viewpoint of method, is a way of dissecting a sparrow. They believe that gaining 
a lot of second-hand materials alone is not enough to help a writer discover 

the essential qualities of life. The key lies in the depth of a writer's 
understanding of life. As far as a writer's work is concerned, the relationships 
in an ordinary village, factory or armed force unit are complex enough, whether 
internal or external, whether between superiors and subordinates, or between 
people on the same level, all embodying a wealth of content of life in society. 
Therefore, to truly understand a village or a factory through dissecting a 
sparrow often means understanding the entire society. 


Life in society is rich and many-faceted. Any writer, even when equipped with 
all kinds of conveniences in a lifetime, will be unable to come into personal 
contact with all facets of life, to personally observe the course of all the 
events that happened in life. This is neither possible nor necessary. While 
in the thick of life, writers do not concern themselves with gathering a great 
volume of matters and events, or finding averages, but with uncovering the 
essential qualities of matters and events. Always they will try and understand 
the universal essential qualities of matters or events, even the entire picture 
of life, through analyzing and studying individual matters or events. In 
depicting the life story of Xianglin's Wife, Lu Wun presents in a nutshell the 
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tragic fate of all working women in feudal China. Fadeyev in his "Destruction" 
portrays the Soviet people's fearless revolutionary fighting spirit threugh the 
activities of a tiny band of guerrillas. When writing the works mentioned 
above, these writers only came into limited contact with life, but it did not 
prevent them from understanding and portraying life in breadth and depth. "There 
may be a great many sparrows, but it is not necessary to dissect every one of 
them. Dissecting one or two will be enough." The basic form of contradictions 
of a matter or an event, and the essential qualities and evolutionary laws 


determined by it, exist in all similar individual matters or events. When a writer 


observes and dissects a village, a factory or an armed force unit against the 
social background of a given historical period, he will be able to understand 
certain essential aspects of life in the society of that given historical period. 


Socialist literary creations, especially full-length novels, must possess 
historical breadth and depth. Depth is the soul of breadth. The depth of a 
writer's life decides the breadth and depth of the historical content of his 
work. Dissecting the sparrow is the fundamental way for writers to gain a deep 
and comprehensive understanding of life. "The sparrow may be small but it has 
all the vital organs." Zhao Shuli, Zhou Libo and Liu Qing al]. settled down in 
places which were but a small part of a district or a county. Yet practically 
all the historical content and basic features of life in the Chinese countryside 
can be found there. As long as one does not look at a village as a flat picture 
but regard it in the round and study the contradictions and developments of the 


different classes and social strata from the view of class analysis, one will come 


to know the village inside out and will then gain a thorough understanding of the 
Chinese countryside as a whole. Zhao Shuli, Zhou Libo and Liv Qing went into 
the thick of life in one place, dissected a sparrow there, and viewed the entire 
Chinese countryside through that one village. They were able to promptly 
capture the shock and repercussions each social movement had on different people 
in the countryside. They were able to understand fully the modes of contradic- 
tions and struggles of the different periods of development. A writer's work 

is mainly to understand people, study people, portray people. Therefore, to go 
into the thick of life of a specific component of society and dissect a sparrow 
is helpful in the task of studying people. Zhao Shuli, Zhou Libo and Liu Qing's 
long root-sinking residence in the countryside laid a solid foundation for their 
effort to portray vivid typical characters and generalize in breadth and depth 
the birth and development of socialism in the Chinese covatryside. 


A part is after all not the whole. Dissecting a sparrow does not mean writers 
shov.id not try to understand the whole. Liu Qing once said, "A writer in a 
village, factory or armed force unit is not a buyer isolated from others but an 
enthusiastic revolutionary activist. The party organization, party documents 
and party newspapers all go to help him understand the local, out-of-town and 
national situations." Comrades Zhao Shuli, Zhou Libo, Liu Qing and Du Pengcheng 
did not limit their vision to one small place. Through their own involvement 
in the party's work at the grass-roots level, through studying Marxism-Leninism 
and the party's principles and policies, they expanded their visions and linked 
themselves closely with our country, our nation, and the fate of our people. 
Writers good at learning will always be able to break the bounds of all kinds 
and soar freely in the wide world of life. 
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The way these writers voluntarily go into the thick of life, observe and study 
society in depth, dissect a sparrow, is of universal significance. The soil of 

the people's life contains all the vital juices needed for artistic creation. 

Our writers and artists must first sink their roots in this soil and suck up 

these vital juices before they can create artistic flowers treasured by the people. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SPIRITUAL LEVEL OF LITERARY, ART WORK DISCUSSED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 8 Aug 81 p 8 


[Article by Guo Zhigang [6753 1807 0474]: "Literary and Art Creations Demand 
Lofty Ideological Level"] 


[Text] People often like to call literary and art works “spiritual food" and 

writers "engineers of the human soul." The words “spiritual” and "soul" 

contain in all solemnity the reader's stringent demand on the ideological level 

of writers and their works. A writer's ideological level, whether high or low, 
ac shown in his works, will have a direct influence on the method of treatment 
of his subject matter and the depth of his treatment. It will determine whether , 
or not the “spiritual food" he provides will contain sufficient ideological and 

artistic nutrients. 





We have seen that some works, while reflecting acute social problems and the 
heavy pressures life exerts on the chief characters, still present the character's 
spiritual world as a noble one, and the impression given is a fine one. On 

the other hand, there are also work that depict such "social worries" as the 
housing problem in present-day life, and while the phenomena of life shown are 
varied and many-colored, the chief characters’ spiritual world is a barren one. 
From a partial viewpoint, the social phenomena and the characters’ thoughts and 
feelings depicted in these works may not be far from the truth, for they do 
reflect the true thoughts and moods of a fair section of the people. Yet from 
the viewpoint of historical development of socialist society, that is, from the 
viewpoint of life as a whole, the writing is not sufficiently truthful, for a 
highly developed material civilization by itself does not constitute socialism 
of universal poverty advocated by Lin Biao and the gang of four. Socialism, 
however, is not merely to satisfy the people's material needs but to ensure that 
people's talent will find full development, to establish a new kind of human 
relationship, to bring up a new, socialist type of people, to uplift people's 
spiritual world." Precisely on this point, some works are giving less stress 
on spiritual things. They raise the chips for material things but lower human 
values. Therefore, while such works may not be lacking in excellent descriptions, 
they cannot provide people with greater and mre beautiful artistic enjoyment, 
because the characters show a great paucity of spiritual life. 
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In the same way, treatment of the same type of subject matter by different 
authors will produce different effects in ideological quality. Let us cite an 
example. Take the two medium-length novels, "On the River With No Navigation 
Marks" (by Ye Wefin, published in the No 3 1980 issue of FURONG [HIBISCUS]) and 
"When Evening Glow Vanishes" (by Li Ping, published in the No 1 1981 issue of 
SHIYUE (October)). As far as the artistic talent of the two authors is concerned, 
the latter is perhaps more outstanding. But as far as the novels’ ideological 
quality is concerned, the former shows a higher level. Both works reflect life 
in society during the ten years of turmoil. "On the River With No Navigation 
Marks," through the legend-like Sister Bird, tells people, "Don't feel frustrated, 
don't be depressed." The bird's richly symbolic song appears again and again to 
say: “Live a good life, live a good life." In spite of the numerous disasters 
that befall the character in his course of navigation, the story inspires people 
with confidence and hope. Correspondingly, the colors and hues of life as a 
whole as painted in the story are consistently healthy and bright. "When Evening 
Glow Vanishes" is more complex. On the one hand, the author vividly presents 
certain social and personal life silhouettes of the 10 years of turmoil in 
flowing and skillful lyrical style. Especially so is his sensitive description 
of the emotional repercussions, changes and wounds brought on by the turmoil. 
Unfortunately, the author does not let his characters shake free of their 
despondency and trauma. Instead, with appreciative approval, he watches his 
characters comfort their wounded souls with religious faith. This has resulted 
in some irremediable shortcomings in this piece of skillful writing: not only the 
mood tends to be gray and passive, the descriptions of episodes too seem somewhat 
distorted. 


What kind of spiritual level our literary and art works should have is a question 
to be seriously considered. All truly moving literary and art works in the 
history of Chinese and foreign literatures show 4 relatively high ideological 
level, all embodying the level of ideological understanding and the moral-ethical 
level of their own times. And the majority of readers of any period always hope 
to benefit from the advanced ideas contained in literary and art works and gain 
from them a higher level of ideological and artistic enjoyment. Since they 

are regarded as “engineers of the human soul," writers should arm themselves with 
the most advanced ideology and be able to stand higher and look farther and deeper 
into the complex life. Otherwise, how is he to mold the souls of his characters, 
and how is he to mold his readers’ souls through the souls of his characters? 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


POOR QUALITY OF TEACHING, TEACHERS IN SHANXI DECRIED 
Taiyuan SHAN} I RIBAO in Chinese 1 Aug 81 p 1 
[Commentary: “Teaching of Politics Must Be Strengthened and Improved") 


[Text] The Ministry of Education stipulates that, starting this fall, regular 
middle schoois will start five courses in politics and will make moral training, 
concept of the law, and basic knowledge of Marxism-Leninism an important part of 
the teaching [curriculum]. This is an important measure in strengthening and 
improving the teaching of courses in politics. 


As a course in the regular middle schools, politics is an important place for 
young people to get a preliminary notion of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought. Because middle school students are in an important period of physical 
and intellectual growth, there is the advantage that they are eager for knowl- 
edge, but there is also the disadvantage that they lack the ability to identify 
and resist mistaken ideological currents. Thus, if we fully develop the role 
of courses in politics so as to help them master the theoret:ical weapons, dis- 
criminate right from wrong, and raise their consciousness, this will play an 
important role in laying the foundation for the formation of their lifelong 
world view. The long-range impact of this is inestimable. 


One problem that should be noted in regarding the teaching of courses in poli- 
tics in our province's middle schools is the fact that the quality of teaching 
is not high and the level of the students is generally declining. One important 
reason is that this has not aroused the concern of school leaders, faculty, stu- 
dents, or parents. Leaders in some schools think that courses in politics are 
"snap" courses and take an indifferent attitude toward the rate of advancement 
and quality. It seems that as long as there is a crash effort prior to the 
examinations, {that will do. Thus the quality of instruction is not examined, 

nor is public teaching organized. In teaching, what can be crammed in is, and 
everything else is left aside. In assigning teachers, no trought is given to 
background in theory or ideological consciousness; it has even gotten to the 
point where teachers who cannot teach anything else are named to teach courses 
in politics. 


The key to quality teaching is the teacher. One weak link in the teaching of 
courses in politics in Shanxi at this time is the insufficient numbers and low 
quality of teachers for political courses. Educational administrative depart- 
ments and school leaders in many places still rarely pay any attention to the 
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self-development of teachers of political courses. Every winter vacation, they 
train the faculty in most subjects, but the training and improvement of politics 
teachers are never part of training plans. 


To thoroughly improve the teaching of politics, school leaders and education de- 
partments at all levels must conscientiously investigate and summarize the ?x- 

periences and lessons in this area and adopt effective measures so that politics 
will really become an important part of school education. They must do a better 
job of carrying out the educational direction of the overall development of body, 


mind, and morality. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SHANXI EMPHASIZES TEACHING OF POLITICS IN MIDDLE SCHOOLS 
Taiyuan SHANXI RIBAO in Chinese 1 Aug 81 p 1 


[Article: "Regular Middle Schools Will Start Five Courses in Politics; Provin- 
cial Office of Education Convenes Conference on Use of New Teaching Materials for 
Political Courses in Middle Schools"] 


[Text] The conference on the use of political course teaching materials in 
middle schools in Shanxi Province, which ended in mid-July, felt that the five 
courses in politics being started this fall would strengthen the scientific, 
systematic, and practical nature and would be good for strengthening the moral 
training, concept of the law, and teaching of the basic viewpoints and theory 
of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought to young people. 


According to the new instructional plans of the Ministry of Education, starting 
this fall, Self-Cultivation of Young People will be taught in the first year of 
junior middle schools, A General Knowledge of Law will be taught in the second 
year of junior middle schools, and A Brief History of the Development of Social- 
ism will be taught in the third year of junior middle schools. A General Knowl- 
edge of Political Economy will be taught in the first year of senior middle 
schools, and A General Knowledge of Dialectical Materialism will be taught in the 
second year of senior middle schools. So that teachers of political courses will 
correctly understand and use these new teaching materials and be well prepared 
before class, the provincial office of education convened a conference of repre- 
sentatives of local, municipal, and county teachers of courses in politics. After 
9 days of study and discussion by groups and by courses, everyone agreed that they 
fully considered that educating young people in moral training and the concept 

of the law and increasing the teaching of the basic theory and concepts of Marx- 
ism-Leninism would further improve the content and system of political courses. 
They said that making courses in politics an important part of the middle school 
[curriculum] is an important way to spread Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought and an important link in training the communist moral character of young 
people. Those who are teaching courses in politics must shoulder the heavy task 
of training young people to uphold communist ideals; any ideas or methods of 
playing down or putting aside the teaching of courses in politics is wrong. The 
conference especially discussed and studied the question of how to teach students 
the "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Found- 
ing of the People's Republic of China.” 
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